w 


FREE 


Kent on Sunday 

www.kentnews.co.uk July 6,2014 Mid Edition No 615 


NEWS » 


Most influential 
firm in the county? 
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Fury over cancer 



GP ‘league table’ 

Medical experts blast health 
secretary’s proposals 
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the latest 
V offers! j 


MYFERRYLINK 


16 crossings a day. From just 


car + 9 people. 


1 MYFERRYLINK 

Owned and run by the crew 

MYFERRYLINK.COM 0844 2482 100 

Price subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. 




























Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESS AT I SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 


♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 

4 All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 
4 White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 
4 Extremely secure auto-locking system 
4 Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseaI 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01622 765993 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765933 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 




Price includes: 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Why festivals hit the 
right note amid the 
county’s cultural mix 


YOU truly know summer has arrived 
when Britain’s great tennis hope has 
crashed out of Wimbledon, England’s 
national football team has bowed out 
early of a major tournament, and 
just as the first major music festivals 
open their gates, all the good 
weather scarpers and is replaced by 
downpours. 

Certainly the organisers of the Hop 
Farm Festival in Paddock Wood this 
weekend will be hoping for good 
fortune as it attempts to refloat the 
event with a new promoter and a 
new look. 

We should keep our 
collective fingers crossed too 
that it proves a commercial 
success. For years Kent was 
something of a live music 
wasteland, but over the last 
decade has established itself 
a reputation with strong 
events like the Hop Farm and 
Canterbury’s Lounge on 
the Farm. 

It would be a 
terrible shame if 
another promoter 


struggled to make it work financially 
and had to pull out. If not just for 
those who enjoy a weekend of fresh 
air and live music, but for the 
county’s overall cultural mix. It’s an 
essential ingredient to what makes 
the county provide such a diverse 
offering. You can win tickets to 
Lounge on the Farm inside this 
week’s paper. 

Certainly Kent has a diverse role to 
play in the great energy debate. We 
take a look at some of the issues over 
renewables and take a boat trip to get 
up close and personal with the 
London Array wind farm. 

We also shed a little light on 
Land Securities, a company 
which has become one of the 
most powerful and influen¬ 
tial in the county - but who 
you may never have heard of. 
It makes for an essential and 
fascinating read. 

So let’s hope the 
weather holds - 
enjoy this edition 
and have a great 
weekend. 
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DID YOU KNOW, BRITELITE'S 




GLAZING 






the weather? 

It saves you energy and money 
when its cold, it looks good... and 
keeps your house secure too! 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your home, and what's more, 
we fit Triple Glazing as standard. Britelite windows will add value to your property 
when the time comes to sell. With an enormous range of colours, styles, shapes and sizes 
to choose from, a Britelite window will perfectly complement your home. 


a * i m * 


Wi 

Received from 
^^mcustomers 
last month 


Br 
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Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


Which? 1 . 

Trusted trader M 


"The work was carried out on time and efficiently 


. know it was a while ago now, but the job was done 
in a very quick and professional manner." 

Mr Dickinson, London 


"Clean and considerate, the fitter worked all day 
without a break, a pleasure to have in our home 
and finished the job on time." 

Mr Cooper, Sandwich 


Telesales staff, a pleasure to deal with, fitters 
have been pleasant and helpful. Can't fault the 
workmanship, cleaned up and tidied as they went 
along. Proper job." Mrs Hichens, Maidstone 


"What was good with the sales representative was 
the fact he gave us no rubbish "I'm going to ring 
my manager". We will come back for that alone. 
The fitting team were professional and polite and 
got on with the job." Mrs Boylett, Sussex 


"Fitters were courteous and helpful, answered 
any questions or queries, kept site as clean and 
tidy as possible. Many thanks for a good service." 
Mrs Murphy, Maidstone 


"Fantastic product, high quality finish, fitters very 
professional, very tidy. It has transformed our 
house, should have replaced our tired conservatory 
years ago. Would highly recommend to everyone. 
Thank you". Mr Poulter, Sittingbourne 




Showrooms throughout the South East 



Call 


0800 5070 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Visit our website for a online quote 

windows.co.uk 


WWW. 


*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 13/7/2014. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


ritelite 
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Will wave of new homes 
swamp town’s services? 

By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THREAT: Concerns raised over flood risks and the need to boost infrastructure if homes get the go-ahead 


CONCERNS continue to be 
expressed after plans for 650 new 
homes in west Kent were unveiled, 
prompting fears of flooding if last 
winter’s storms are repeated, as 
well as a tidal wave strangling 
existing local services. 

Revealed last weekend, the plans 
are being driven forward by 
developers Hillreed Homes and 
Rydon Homes. 

They would include the homes 
and primary school at the preferred 
locations of Mascalls Court Farm 
and Church Farm in Paddock 
Wood. 

The builders say the response 
has been broadly positive and are 
now sifting through the feedback 
before submitting a full planning 
application to Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council. 

However, there are concerns 
about the risk of flooding as well as 
fears that such an influx could 
swamp the town’s services. 

Paul Mepham, design and 
planning director of Rydon Homes, 
said: “There were some concerns 
raised, including flood risk and the 
impact on the town’s infrastructure, 


which we are working on to deliver 
the best outcomes. In terms of 
flooding, I would like to reassure 
local residents that the measures in 
our proposals provide a real 
opportunity to reduce flood risk 
and provide a better level of 
protection for parts of the town.” 

David McFarlane of consultancy 
SP Broadway, which is handling 
the applications for both building 
companies, said: “Existing flood 
risk within the town will be 
reduced through a comprehensive 


drainage strategy, which would 
significantly reduce surface water 
run-off flows and accommodate 
periodic floodwater within large 
storage basins, thereby reducing 
flood risk downstream and within 
the surrounding areas. 

“Design options for the local 
highway network are currently 
being explored in liaison with the 
highway authority and will include 
a number of improvements to local 
junctions alongside other potential 
off-site highway improvements.” 


The Environment Agency has 
examined the situation and 
appears comfortable with the 
plans. 

It said: “We have no objection to 
the principle of any residential 
development at this location, nor 
do we object to the principle of 
construction basins to provide for 
flood storage and excess water 
run-off.” 

If all goes to plan, the application 
will be submitted to the local 
council later this summer. 



Big crowds flock to return of 
new-look Hop Farm Festival 


Fear for the ‘invisible’ 
foster children who 
can become vulnerable 


KENT County Council (KCC) is 
concerned that lack of awareness 
about private fostering is leading to 
‘invisible children’ who are not 
getting the support they need. 

Private fostering is when someone 
is caring for a child under 16 - or an 
under-18 with disabilities - who is 
not a relative. 

By law, the county council must be 
informed in order to monitor the care of 
the children involved and provide 
necessary support for their carers. 

It is feared that, if the authorities 
are not notified, the child can 
become ‘hidden’ and vulnerable. 

Studies suggest that more than half 
of private fostering arrangements are 
not known to the local authorities. 

Peter Oakford, KCC cabinet member 
for specialist children’s services, said: 
“The majority of private foster carers 
step in at a very difficult time and do a 
really good job. 

“We need to know about them so 
we can make sure they are aware of 
all the support they can get to help 
them do the best for the child. 


“If we don’t know about these 
arrangements, the child is put in a 
very vulnerable position and, in a 
very few cases, they may be in danger. 

“We would urge anyone who is 
privately fostering to let us know or if 
you suspect a child is being privately 
fostered and the local authority is not 
aware, please get in touch.” 

The true number of children being 
privately fostered is unknown, but 
the British Association for Adoption 
and Fostering estimates it is between 
15,000 and 20,000 in the UK. 

KCC fears that private fostering is 
being under-reported, with it being 
notified of 56 new cases between 
March 2013 and 2014, a reduction of 
27 per cent over the past three years. 

As part of an effort to raise 
awareness, the county council will 
be highlighting Private Fostering 
Week, which runs from July 7-14. 

To notify KCC of any such 
arrangements, you should do so six 
weeks before it happens or 48 hours 
if an emergency arrangement. Call 
03000 41 11 11. 


THOUSANDS of music fans will be 
praying the weather remains dry 
as the Hop Farm Festival returns for 
its sixth outing this weekend. 

Now with a new look and a new 
promoter, the event started on 
Friday and runs through until 
Sunday night. 

It is held in the grounds of the 
popular west Kent tourist attraction 
in Paddock Wood. 

Among the names performing 


THE county is set to receive 
almost £4 million in Arts Council 
England funding over the next 
three years. 

It comes as the organisation, 
the national development agency 
for the arts which distributes 
money from central government 
and the National Lottery, unveils 
its spending between 2015-2018. 

In total, it is distributing 
£52.9m across the south east. 


have been the likes of Ray Davies 
from The Kinks and Brian Wilson 
from the Beach Boys. 

Other performers included 
James Blunt, Paul Heaton and 
Scouting for Girls. 

The Sunday line-up is headlined 
by actress, model and singer 
Grace Jones, with Marc Almond, 
Billy Ocean, Peter Hook and 
Deacon Blue also performing. 
Some 20,000 are expected. 


The money will go to five 
organisations, which include the 
Canterbury Festival, the Turner 
Contemporary, and Canterbury- 
based ‘creative laboratory’ 
People United. 

Additional funding of £3m will 
also go to Ashford’s Jasmin 
Vardimon Dance Company, 
while the Gulbenkian Theatre in 
Canterbury will receive regular 
funding. 


Arts groups across county 
get £4m funding injection 
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Riverside fury as punt company is suspended 


CONTROVERSY has arrived on the banks of the River 
Stour in Canterbury after a company which operates a 
punt along the river for tourists had its licence suspended. 

The Canterbury Punting Company has had its 
licence suspended indefinitely - putting 14 people out 
of work. It claims it was after a member of staff was 
spotted stepping into one foot of water to push the boat 
off instead of using a pole, something which breaches 


health and safety regulations. 

More than 200 people have signed a petition calling 
on the council to reverse the decision. 

Owner Ashley Dalton said: “We’ve operated for five 
years. This ruins our dream.” 

A council spokesman said: “The council was acting 
on the advice of qualified advisers.” 

An investigation is now on-going. 


Duo who looted sunken 
shipwrecks are handed 
a £60,000 fine by judge 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


TWO divers have been fined more 
than £60,000 between them for tak¬ 
ing valuable items from shipwrecks 
off the Kent coast. 

David Knight and Edward Huzzey, 
both from Sandgate in Folkestone, 
used explosives and sophisticated 
cutting equipment to free goods 
thought to be worth more than 
£250,000. 

The pair began their secret opera¬ 
tion as far back as 2001, taking can¬ 
nons, propellors, lead and tin ingots 
from German First World War sub¬ 
marines and a 200-year-old wreck 
carrying cargo from the East India 
Company. Six of the cannons, which 
are thought to have been sold on, 
have been returned to the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency (MCA). 

After admitting 19 offences be¬ 
tween them under the Merchant 
Shipping Act, they were fined £7,000 
and £6,500 respectively and ordered 
to pay £25,000 in costs each. 



FOUND : A jug pinched from wreck 

District Judge Anthony Calloway, 
passing sentence at Southampton 
Magistrates’ Court, said: “The scale 
of the operation has to be considered 
to have been on an industrial scale. 

“The resources employed were 


valuable and substantial, using 
good-quality lifting equipment and 
explosives. 

“Huzzey and Knight are friends 
and clearly operated in close co¬ 
operation to scavenge for material 
from the wrecks they explored.” 

Anyone who recovers material 
from a wreck within UK waters, or 
brings wreck material into UK waters, 
must report it to a Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency official known as 
the Receiver of Wreck within 28 days. 

Many wreck sites are protected 
because of their historic importance 
or because they are dangerous. 

The Receiver of Wreck, Alison 
Kentuck, said: “It is not a case of 
finders keepers. 

“By reporting wreck material you 
are giving the rightful owner the op¬ 
portunity to have their property re¬ 
turned and you may be adding im¬ 
portant information to the historic 
record. Legitimate finders are likely 
to be entitled to a salvage award, but 
those who don’t declare items are 
breaking the law and could find 
themselves facing hefty fines.” 



DELIGHT: PCC Ann Barnes 

Cash boost for 
county's sex 
assault centre 

A CENTRE dedicated to aiding sexual- 
assault victims has been given a 
£150,000 funding boost. 

The money will enable victims to refer 
themselves to the Sexual Assault 
Referral Centre (SARC) in Maidstone 
instead of having to be referred by a 
police officer. 

This will mean they no longer need to 
report the crime before they can get help. 

It will be used to fund more counsellors 
at the centre to cope with the expected 
increase in referrals, as well as a new 
phone line and a website. 

It will also pay for a member of staff 
who will have the job of raising 
awareness of the centre. 

Police and crime commissioner Ann 
Barnes, whose manifesto included a 
promise to give victims of crime greater 
priority, bid for the cash from the 
government’s £12 million fund for crime 
commissioners across the country. 

A third of the money will be used to 
support the work of the Kent and 
Medway Independent Domestic Violence 
Advisors, who support victims of 
domestic abuse. 

Mrs Barnes said: “This funding allows 
us to make the next step, which is a vital 
one for those who have been through a 
horrendous ordeal but feel unable to 
report it to police.” 


Brothel duo handed 
suspended sentences 

TWO women have been given suspended prison 
sentences for 10 months for running a brothel after 
police raided a massage parlour. 

Officers arrested the duo after a raid in 
RisboroughLane, Cheriton, Folkestone, on 
December 11. 

The pair pleaded guilty on May 19 at Canter¬ 
bury Crown Court and were sentenced last week. 

Sharon Potts, aged 60, of Coolinge Lane, 
received six months’ imprisonment, suspended 
for two years, for managing a brothel. 

She was also given a 9pm to 7am curfew with a 
tag for three months and fined £400. 

Lisa Joy, aged 50, of Somerset Road, received 
four months’ imprisonment, suspended for two 
years, for assisting in the management of a brothel. 

She was also given a 9pm to 7am curfew with a 
tag for three months and fined £400. 

Police had originally raided the property as 
part of a probe into people-trafficking. No arrests 
were made in connection with that investigation. 


Agency ponders legal 
scrap over sewage 

SOUTHERN Water could face prosecution over a 
raw sewage spill on Thanet’s beaches. 

The Environment Agency says it has completed 
a “complex and detailed investigation” into the 
incident in June 2012, in which all the district’s 
beaches had to be closed to swimmers, and has 
now passed the matter to its lawyers. 

A blockage at the Southern Water Foreness 
Point sewage pumping station after heavy rain 
saw waste spill into the sea. Tin agency 
spokesman said: “We are considering the 
evidence and will apply the appropriate tests in 
deciding whether or not to prosecute.” 

Southern Water was fined £200,000 last year 
over untreated sewage that was discharged into 
the sea off Margate in 2011. 

Southern Water spokesman Sam Underwood 
said: “We have co-operated fully with the 
Environment Agency concerning their investiga¬ 
tions into the incident and have yet to hear from 
them concerning how they intend to proceed.” 


BBC's Esler secures 
top university position 

BBC journalist and novelist Gavin Esler will be 
installed as chancellor of the University of Kent at 
a ceremony taking place at Rochester Cathedral 
on Tuesday. 

He will be formally presented with the title 
during the university’s congregation ceremony. 

Born in Glasgow and raised in Edinburgh and 
Northern Ireland, he graduated from the 
University of Kent with a BA in English and 
American literature in 1974. 

He then went on to enjoy a hugely successful 
career as a reporter, working for the BBC since 
1977, during which time he has become one of the 
corporation’s best known figures. 

During his career he was the BBC’s White 
House-based chief North American 
correspondent between 1988 and 1998 and most 
recently has been one of the three main 
presenters on BBC2’s Newsnight. 

The university awarded him an honorary MA in 
1995 and an honorary doctorate of civil law in 2005. 


6 Week ending July 6,2014 


NTW 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 

















A whole new story as 
Kent on Sunday enjoys 
its fresh surroundings 


KENT on Sunday moved into its 
new offices on Monday - so be sure 
to use our new address when you 
want to get in contact with us. 

After 10 years in Smeeth, we 
began a new era for your favourite 
Kent weekend newspaper when we 
moved into Kent House in the heart 
of Ashford town centre. 

Kent on Sunday’s editorial, 
advertising and distribution teams 
are now based at the modern new 
offices, along with colleagues from 
our sister title, the glossy Kent Life 
magazine. 

From here we will continue to 
deliver the finest regional newspa¬ 
per for the entire county, with all 
the latest news, leisure, sport, 
business and your one-stop shop 
for the best offers from our loyal 
advertisers. 

Archant Kent publisher Simon 


Irwin said: “We enjoyed a great 
period of success at Apple Barn, 
winning a host of awards over 
the years and firmly establishing 
ourselves as a class apart for a free 
newspaper. 

“And we continue to evolve 
which is why we’re now greatly 
looking forward to starting the next 
chapter of our success story.” 

Which means if you want to get 
in touch, you’ll need to now address 
all correspondence to: 

Kent on Sunday, Archant Kent, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford TN23 1PP. All email 
addresses remain the same. 

Our telephone numbers have 
changed too. For all advertising 
enquiries, call 01233 653461; for 
editorial, call 01233 653475; for 
distribution, call: 01233 653470. 

• A revised version of this appeared in last week’s paper. 


■ Our new details are: Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 
Telephone; Advertising 01233 653465 - Editorial 01233 653475 



NEW HOME : Kent House in Ashford has become the new headquarters for your favourite county paper 


SUMMER SALE CONTINUES DURING STORE REFURBISHMENT 


up to 30% off RRP 

on famous brands 


Plus ex-display 
models to be 
cleared at 
crazy prices 



UPHOLSTERY 


Parker Knoll 


erco 


nalhan 


K)lh (i'l)iirm 



THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT™ 


'mini 




IIP 

\ 


Manufacturer 

Description 

RRP Our 

Price 

Display 
Model Price 

Ekornes 

E200 2 seater sofa in fabric 

£2048 £1739 

£746 

La z boy 

Corner group in cream hide 

£3845 £2859 

£1793 

Lyon 

, Circular kitchen table & 2 chairs 

£707 peon 

1770/ LJU7 

£198 


Manufacturer 

Description 

RRP 

Our 

Price 

Display 
Model Price 

Nimbus 

1275 corner unit in satin oak 

P Q Z Q 

Lou/ 

rznc 

LO/J 

£343 

Annecy 

Wardrobe with drawers 

£895 

L/IJ 

£451 

Sealy 

135cm Polaris Memory drawer set 

£4089 

renn 
l—D 7 7 

£448 


m 

Sandling Road, Maidstone, ME14 2RF 

0^0 www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk Tel: 01622 753073 


Plari/pc 
w I cU r\oo 

furnishers 
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chrysaliscare 

transforming lives 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 


We can provide you with a great opportunity 
to help transform children’s lives 

• You don’t have to be married • You do need a spare room and 

•You don’t need to be employed space in your life to help a vulnerable 

•You don’t need a big house child to achieve 


As a Chrysalis Care foster carer you will receive: 

• 24-hour professional support • Comprehensive training 

• Excellent renumeration • Access to a range of children’s services 

• Job satisfaction • Retainer fees 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a 
home to teenagers, a parent and child, children with disabilities 
and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out 
more about us, Please Call: 020-8298 2800 
or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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Y OU may not recognise the 
name, or know any of the 
figures behind it, but is 
Land Securities now the 
most powerful organisa¬ 
tion in Kent? 

Its influence is certainly 
significant. 

Last month it secured a £656m 
stake - around 30 per cent - in shop¬ 
ping complex Bluewater. It is already 
behind plans for 15,000 new homes 
at the ‘garden city’ in Ebbsfleet, and it 
owns many of the county’s biggest- 
hitting retail centres, among them 
the likes of Westwood Cross in Broad- 
stairs, Maidstone’s Lockmeadow and 
the Eureka park in Ashford. 

What’s more it packs enormous fi¬ 
nancial clout. Last year its pre-tax 
profits were in the region of £l.lbn. 
But just what is Land Securities? 
“Basically, it buys, operates and de¬ 
velops land across the UK and Kent,” 
explains the company’s spokesman, 
Duncan Bonfield. 

“We are a FTSE 100 company and 
the largest listed commercial proper¬ 
ty company in the UK. We have sig¬ 
nificant retail exposure in Kent. 

“The company has taken a strategic 
decision to put more focus on Kent and 
the south east, as we see strong pros¬ 
pects for economic growth and busi¬ 
ness development. It’s a growing region 
and higher footfall and disposable in¬ 
come are vital for our retail properties. 

“We are a long-term, responsible 
developer - we aim to work with local 
communities to deliver the develop¬ 
ments they need to thrive.” 

Today it has a market capitalisa¬ 
tion - the total value of the company’s 
shares - of more than £8bn, and a to¬ 
tal portfolio of assets which were 
most recently valued at £11.45bn. 

For such a mighty oak, its acorn 
was sown during modest times in 
wartime Britain. 

Its modern-day roots stretch back 
to 1944 when surveyor Harold Sam¬ 
uel acquired the modest Land Securi¬ 
ties Investment Trust. Back then, the 
company initially comprised three 
small houses in Kensington, and a 
small parcel of government stock. 

B ut in the years after the war, 
Mr Samuel decided to focus 
on purchasing bomb sites. He 
bought cheap and developed 
them, hugely increasing their value. 

He also shifted his focus to commer¬ 
cial properties. The company grew sig¬ 
nificantly over the next couple of 
years, with a 1948 issue of Investor’s 
Chronicle magazine stating “meteoric 
seems the only fitting term to describe 
the growth in earning power of The 
Land Securities Investment Trust”. 

Its rise continued until it became 
the largest property development and 
management company of its type in 
the UK - a position it has retained. It 
now buys, develops, manages and 
owns real estate throughout the 
country - its current property portfo¬ 
lio in management has a ‘rent roll’ of 
around £500 million. That looks set 
to grow in Kent as rents rise through¬ 
out the county. 

Not that it courts publicity. Its 
name tends to only emerge as, and 
when, a major development on land it 
owns hits the headlines. And not al¬ 
ways for the right reason. 

Among those plans which have at¬ 
tracted controversy and criticism is 
the proposal to build 5,000 new 
homes at Lodge Hill in Medway. A 
Special Site of Scientific Interest the 
plans appeared scuppered due to its 
population of nightingales. 


Is this company now 
the most powerful and 
influential player in 
shaping our county? 


It is behind some of Kent’s biggest developments past and 
present - but most have never heard of it. Jamie Weir reports 



MAJOR PLAYER: Land Securities has fingers in many Kent pies and five of our shopping centres including 
Bluewater (top) and Westwood Cross (above right) in Broadstairs, as well as land at Lodge Hill in Medway (above left) 


LAND SECURITIES - HISTORY 


LandSb! i id 


WHEN Harold Samuel bought the Land Securities 
Investment Trust back in 1944 it would spark the 
beginning of an aggressive growth in the company 
which surfed on the back of post-war recovery 
Starting with just three terraced houses and a small 
chunk of government stock, by the end of the decade, 
the company had already acquired Devonshire 
House for £1 million in the West End of London. 

It focused heavily on London’s commercial market 
- particularly in the capital’s West End. 

The 1950s saw continued growth, with plots 
purchased including Oxford Street, Knightsbridge 
and the Adelphi Theatre. The company also took over 
Ravenscroft Properties - one of the most active 
developers in the country. It even attempted, but 
failed, to take over the Savoy Group. 

The 1960s saw significant growth with the com¬ 
pany’s founder stating that it had more developments 


in hand than at any time in its past. It also acquired 
the Pan Am building in New York - one of the very 
few foreign acquisitions in the company’s history. 

It purchased one of its most famous buildings in the 
1970s, buying the New Scotland Yard building. 

But it was, perhaps not surprisingly, the property 
boom years of the 1980s which saw a massive 
development in the company after it issued £100m 
worth of new shares. Business Week magazine called 
it the ‘largest rights issue in years’. 

During the 1990s, the company’s fortunes fared 
less well, with a dip in the property market which saw 
its portfolio drop for four years in a row. But, it marked 
a shift in the company’s strategy, which decided that a 
focus on retail was the way forward in the future. 

Harold Samuel was knighted in 1963 and became a 
peer in 1972. It was he who coined the phrase 
‘location, location, location’. He died in 1987. 


It was also behind the Newnham 
Court scheme in Maidstone which 
was rejected by councillors just a few 
weeks ago - it had hoped to build a 
major retail park on the site of the 
Notcutts Garden Centre but was re¬ 
fused due to fears it would detract 
from the high street. 

Ironically, Land Securities once 
owned Fremlin Walk, the retail hub 
in the town centre. 

But perhaps the biggest project yet 
is in Ebbsfleet. Announced by Chan¬ 
cellor George Osborne earlier this 
year, it is designed to help ease the 
housing crisis in the area while dove¬ 
tailing with the £2bn Paramount 
theme park scheme in Swanscombe. 

Adds spokesman Mr Bonfield: “We 
bought the 1,100-acre Ebbsfleet site 
in 2003 and we’re currently working 
to get that land ready for housebuild¬ 
ing. We have spent tens of millions of 
pounds getting the site to its current 
stage, and are likely to be working in 
the area for many years to come to 
deliver thousands of new homes.” 

In total it owns some 19 shopping 
centres and 16 retail parks across the 
UK. Five are in Kent - Bluewater, 
Westwood Cross, Newnham Court, 
Lockmeadow and Eureka. 

In addition to once owning Frem¬ 
lin Walk, which it sold for £92m in 
2011, it was also behind the Whitefri- 
ars arcade in Canterbury, which it 
sold for £253m in 2007. 

S ince 2007, Land Securities 
has been classed as a REIT - a 
real estate investment trust. It 
means it’s a company which 
owns, and in most cases operates, in¬ 
come-generating real estate. 

By becoming a REIT it gave it a way 
to reduce its tax bill after the govern¬ 
ment announced that REITs would 
be given tax exemption on income 
and capital gains generated from 
their property rental business. 

Its REIT status also makes it attrac¬ 
tive to investors - many of its share¬ 
holders are pensions companies. 

However, it still found itself in trou¬ 
ble in March, 2013, after HM Revenue 
& Customs took the company to a tri¬ 
bunal to accuse it of dodging its tax 
responsibilities. Land Securities lost, 
with the HMRC director general for 
business tax, Jim Harra, stating it was 
guilty of “flagrant tax avoidance”. 

But despite that, its clout remains 
undiminished. 

And Deutsche Bank - the German 
investment bank - is confident it will 
continue to grow. 

Martin Allen, the bank’s head of 
pan-European property research, 
told KoS: “Land Securities is well-run 
and conservatively financed, and so 
is in a good position to build on its 
strong track record.” 

However, he does feel the company 
is overvalued currently, recommend¬ 
ing that investors sell their shares in 
the company before the value falls. 

The British Property Federation - a 
group representing the interests of all 
those involved in real estate owner¬ 
ship and investment - told KoS Land 
Securities is doing a good job in Kent. 

BPF chief executive Liz Peace said: 
“Being a high-profile public company 
brings greater responsibilities and 
greater visibility, and this is funda¬ 
mentally a good thing for the proper¬ 
ty industry, the places they invest in 
and the communities they serve.” 

■ What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Write to: 
The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Sta¬ 
tion Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. Or 
email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Tory high-flyer Jeremy Hunt’s ‘naming and shaming’ plan has been widely criticised by the county’s 
GPs and medical experts who claim the proposals are unworkable. Maria Chiorando investigates... 


L OCAL experts have rounded 
on health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt, describing his new 
proposal to name and 
shame GPs, over their abili¬ 
ty to diagnose cancer, as a deliberate 
ploy to discredit doctors in order to 
privatise the NHS. 

Under the new plans, GPs who fail 
to spot cancer quickly enough could 
end up with their details published on 
NHS websites. 

Mr Hunt insists that measures 
could help improve the prognosis of 
cancer patients. 

He said: “We need to do much better. 
“Cancer diagnosis levels around 
the country vary significantly and we 
must do much more to improve both 
the level of diagnosis and to bring 
those GP practices with poor referral 
rates up to the standards of the best.” 

Under his plans, surgeries will be 
ranked as ‘green’ on the NHS Choic¬ 
es website if they quickly refer pa¬ 
tients to hospital when they are 
showing possible signs of cancer. 

But if they miss too many can¬ 
cer diagnoses or if patients have 
to go for repeat appointments be¬ 
fore being sent for tests then they 
will be classed as ‘red’. 

Unsurprisingly, the proposals have 
provoked controversy in some cor¬ 
ners, with the Royal College of GPs 
calling it “crude” and also claiming 
the system could result in patients 
indiscriminately visiting specialists. 

The plans also do not take into 
account how cancer is diagnosed. 

“Fortunately, cancer is very un¬ 
common,” explains Mike Parks, who 
is a doctor and the medical secretary 
of the Kent Local Medical Committee. 

“GPs see thousands of patients and 
it’s quite difficult to identify those 
who have a really serious condition, 
but GPs have a lot of training.” 

Retired Maidstone GP Paul Hobday 
agrees: “Most GPs would say this is 
an example of a health minister who 
does not understand how GPs work. 

“If he did understand the processes, 
he would not have come up with 
these ridiculous statements which 
could be seen as nothing more than a 
political stunt. 

“The beauty of continuity of care 
means GPs can bring people back if 
they are not sure if they have cancer or 
not. If a patient take three visits to diag¬ 
nose, this is not a bad thing, and in fact 
GPs will purposefully take time to 
make a correct diagnosis. 

“Hospitals would be swamped if we 
sent everyone we immediately sus¬ 
pected could have cancer, rather 
than properly considering the case. 
This would also unnecessarily scare 
patients. To avoid this, GPs should 
deal with these diagnoses properly.” 

There are already systems in place 
when it comes to cancer diagnosis. 

Dr Parks explained: “In 2000, ‘The 
Cancer Plan’ was introduced. GPs are 
trained to look out for a number of 
symptoms, or what we call ‘red flags’ 
which the plan details. 

“If there is a chance the patient has 
cancer they should be referred in or¬ 
der to rule out the possibility, as we 
know the earlier we can diagnose 
cancer, the better it is for the patient. 

“Services in secondary care can 
only cope with a number of second¬ 
ary referrals. If that were to double 
overnight, the people who actually 
have cancer might have longer waits. 
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SOUND BITES?: Health secretary Jeremy Hunt (inset) has been criticised by many - among them Dover Labour councillor Mike Eddy (below) 

Health secretary’s plan 
to shame GPs on cancer 
diagnosis creates storm 


“We should be encouraging GPs to 
make good referrals, putting pressure 
on them does not benefit patients. 

“We don’t welcome the prospect of 
‘naming and shaming’.” 

Labour councillor Mike Eddy, from 
Dover District Council, has had a long 
involvement in health issues in the 
county. 

As a non-executive director of East 
Kent Health Authority and then the 
Kent and Medway Strategic Health 
Authority, he was then a governor of 
the Kent LINk, the local health 
watchdog. He continues to serve as 
Labour spokesman on the health 

kk GPs see thousands 
of patients and it’s quite 
difficult to identify 
those who have a really 
serious condition, but 
GPs have a lot of 
training fy 


Dr Mike Parks, 

Kent Local Medical Committee 


overview and scrutiny committee. 

“Most doctors,” he says, “being sen¬ 
sible, will look at all possibilities that 
the symptoms suggest, eliminate the 
less serious options first, then move 
into diagnostic tests. 

“That is the way to conduct things.” 

Much has been made of the fact the 
proposals would be unworkable. 

Dr Hobday said: “The devil is in the 
detail. If names of GPs were pub¬ 
lished, would patient names also be 
published so doctors could defend 

NTW 


themselves against the allegations? 

“And who would decide if the diag¬ 
nosis was too slow? There are many 
types of cancer, and they should be 
treated differently. It’s just a totally 
unworkable plan - the health secre¬ 
tary should be ashamed of himself.” 

Cllr Eddy added: “It sounds like 
typical Jeremy Hunt, to be honest. 

“It’s all sound bite and no substance, 
after all. This is classic Jeremy Hunt, 
jumping up and down in the Press, 
saying GPs are terrible and that the 
health system is falling apart. 

“The NHS is doing a terrific job, 
and could be doing an even better one 
if Mr Hunt would stop going around 
wasting money on reorganising it 
every five minutes.” 

M any doctors feel the NHS 
has come under undue 
criticism recently. 

Dr Hobday said: “Can¬ 
cer is a very emotive topic, and my 
heart sank when I heard the new 
proposals. This is just another politi¬ 
cal gimmick. 

“Conspiracy theorists would say it 
is a deliberate ploy to discredit GPs as 
they would be an unnecessary part of 
a privatised health care system. 

“It’s clear most politicians believe 


in privatisation, and the ongoing 
bashing of GPs is part of this. 

“An independent American assess¬ 
ment of world health care recently 
claimed the NHS tops other systems, 
with the US system coming last. 

“But British MPs just don’t say how 
good our health care is.” 

And it seems patients agree with 
the doctors. 

One cancer survivor, who preferred 
to remain anonymous, told KoS of her 
experience. 

“My GP was efficient,” she ex¬ 
plained. “I had cancer twice and they 
couldn’t have worked faster. 

“I think the guidelines are unnec¬ 
essary. It’s not an easy thing to diag¬ 
nose anyway, and symptoms don’t 
present the same for each person even 
though it’s the same type of cancer. 

“I think the guidelines are over the 
top. I think the naming and shaming 
is unfair. Doctors are human beings, 
and patients don’t always tell doctors 
what they need to know. 

“My doctor was excellent.” 

Dr Parks had the last say: “GPs are 
human beings and we don’t want 
machines looking after us, we want 
people providing good treatment. 

“There are not many GPs who are 
failing their patients in that respect.” 
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C OUNCIL chiefs will decide 
on Thursday whether to 
push ahead with contro¬ 
versial plans to serve a 
compulsory purchase or¬ 
der on Manston Airport to prise it 
from the grasp of millionaire business 
woman Ann Gloag. 

Mrs Gloag met Iris Johnston, the 
Labour leader of Thanet District 
Council, in London on Thursday af¬ 
ternoon for a 90-minute meeting - 
described by Mrs Johnston as “ex¬ 
tremely disappointing”. 

Mrs Gloag bought Manston last 
October in a deal worth £1. She had 
hoped to strike deals for commercial 
flights with Ryanair and for freight 
with British Airways, only for both to 
fall through. 

Claiming she was unable to see a 
route to turning the business around 
in the mid-term, and claiming it was 
losing up to £12,000 a day, she an¬ 
nounced it was to close, with the loss 
of some 150 jobs. 

To the infuriation of pro-airport 
campaigners, she rejected a number 
of offers to buy the site made by US in¬ 
vestment firm RiverOak - including 
one for the £7 million asking price 
just hours before it closed. 

It has led many to be apprehensive 
as to what Mrs Gloag intends to do 
with the site, amid fears it could be 
sold for housing. 

A compulsory purchase order 
(CPO) would see the local authority 
exercise powers to acquire land for 
the good of the community if it can 
meet certain conditions. 

However, it would mean commit¬ 
ting millions of public funds to a ven¬ 
ture that continues to prove to be 
economically unviable. 

The council has sought extensive 
legal advice on the matter and will 
need to have a water-tight deal in 
place with a commercial backer the 
moment it carries out the purchase - 
a purchase that it seems likely Mrs 
Gloag would fight. 

Certainly there appeared little 
hope of any breakthrough after the 
meeting on Thursday. 

Emerging from the discussion - 
much of which was subject to confi¬ 
dentiality agreements - the Thanet 
council leader said: “We discussed 
the situation in considerable depth. 

“I am extremely disappointed to 
say that her position remains 
unchanged. 

“A motion to discuss the compul¬ 
sory purchase of the airport is tabled 
for the full council meeting on July 10 
and we will discuss both this and the 
substantial petition received on this 
matter.” 

A petition with around 8,000 sig¬ 
natures from airport campaigners 
will be presented at Thursday’s coun¬ 
cil meeting. 

Conservative Thanet North MP Sir 
Roger Gale said of the CPO proposal: 
“The inquiry that a CPO will almost 
certainly generate will additionally 
offer the chance to get the facts on the 
record and to expose the manner in 
which potential business opportuni¬ 
ties have been squandered.” 

The talks came after a particularly 
grim week for Manston supporters, 
after details emerged that Ms Gloag 
was auctioning the airport’s assets. 

The entire contents of the airport 
will be sold in an online sale organ¬ 
ised by auctioneer Peaker Pattinson, 
held over July 30-31. 

It will also give potential buyers the 
chance for what could be a final look 
at the airport, with would-be bidders 
given the chance to see the items in- 



Compulsory purchase of 
airport is still an option 
as talks with owner stall 


Thanet councillors to meet on Thursday on whether to step in and wrench 
control of Manston from millionaire owner Ann Gloag. By Maria Chiorando 


situ at organised viewings between 
July 23 and 29. 

terns up for grabs include games, 
perfume and books from the 
duty-free shop. 

Also included are runway ve¬ 
hicles, baggage conveyor belts and 
trolleys, x-ray machines and check-in 
desks. 

Cllr Johnston told KoS: “When we 
were told there was going to be an or¬ 
derly closure of the airport, I was sur¬ 
prised to see the extent of the auction. 

“My understanding was that Mrs 
Gloag was going to donate a lot of it to 
charity, but I see that the sale is right 
down to perfumes in the shop.” 

Sir Roger claimed that the auction 
“underscores Mrs Gloag’s attitude to¬ 
wards Manston and her contempt for 
public opinion”. 

He does, however, continue to re¬ 
main positive about the airport’s 
future. 

He said: “This will simply strength¬ 
en the determination of Manston’s 
supporters, the district council, 
members of parliament and, of 
course, the prospective purchasers, 
to buy the airfield and to get planes 
flying again. 

“Much of what is on sale is past its 
best and any new operator would be 


looking to replace and refresh equip¬ 
ment more suited to the tasks gener¬ 
ated by the new business that Man¬ 
ston will attract.” 

RiverOak, which says it remains 
interested in acquiring the site, has 
already stressed if it were able to 
move on the site it would look to turn 
it into a freight hub. 

Before this can happen, though, 
there are fears that the site will be 
further decimated. 

The council is worried that the run¬ 
way and buildings will be demolished 
in order to reduce the business rates, 
although this demolition would re¬ 
quire planning permission. 

Cllr Johnston explains: “Some 
weeks ago, nearby residents raised 
concerns about heavy machinery 
going to the airport, and police very 
kindly went to see if it was secure.” 

Time is running out for the airfield, 
and supporters will be anxiously 
awaiting the outcome of next week’s 
council meeting. 

KoS was unable to reach Mrs Gloag 
for a comment. 

■ What do you think of Manston? 
Share your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Write to The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. Or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 



MANSTON... WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 


FOLLOWING lobbying by Thanet MPs Sir Roger Gale and Laura 
Sandys, the transport select committee has announced an inquiry 
into smaller airports with a particular focus on Manston. 

The inquiry will explore the role of Manston Airport and its place 
in the UK aviation market. 

The committee may collect evidence from a number of sources, 
including Thanet District Council, Kent County Council and the 
current owner of the site. It provides the fascinating potential of Mrs 
Gloag being called to give evidence. 

The timetable for the inquiry has not yet been set but is now likely 
to commence after the summer recess. 

Tory MPs Sir Roger and Mrs Sandys said: “We are very pleased 
our colleagues have listened to our concerns and will be holding 
this very necessary inquiry. 

“We both remain convinced that Manston Airport has an 
important contribution to make to the future of the UK freight and 
passenger market and our expectation is that this inquiry will justify 
that belief. 

“Though the fight for compulsory purchase continues locally, the 
more we can do to get Westminster and Whitehall thinking about 
Manston the better, and this powerful select committee inquiry is an 
important part of our efforts to boost it up the national agenda. 

“To that end also we met, at the start of the week, with Sir Howard 
Davies, whose commission is conducting a separate inquiry into 
runway capacity in the south east. 

“That meeting was constructive and productive and we believe 
that Sir Howard’s observations will provide important input into both 
the select committee inquiry and any public inquiry that may follow 
the imposition of a CPO by Thanet District Council.” 
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Over 55,000 customers! 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 in* VAT 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 
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Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 







Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 
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Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 
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Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) I- 

Oi R3A 9QJ fiQfi Open 6 days a week v bseni 2 iso-i 

w 1 WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. | 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com S 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 3961122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Steel arch will 
reflect bravery 
and sacrifice of 
troops sent to 
Western Front 


Monument sits at top of Folkestone’s Road of 
Remembrance to commemorate route to First 
World War battlefields, writes Chris Murphy... 


I T PROVED a battle to get it built, but a 
commemorative archway to mark the fi¬ 
nal route of thousands of soldiers during 
the First World War is now installed and 
ready for the royal seal of approval. 

The arch in Folkestone is set to be one of the 
most significant memorials to mark the cente¬ 
nary of the start of the Great War. 

It will be officially opened in August by Prince 
Harry. 

The town was Britain’s gateway to the battle¬ 
fields of Europe during the conflict, taking 
troops to the killing fields of France and 
Belgium. 

Some 10 million troops marched through the 
town to the docks where they boarded 
vessels to carry them across the Channel. 

And for years a local campaign group called, 
Step Short, has wanted it permanently marked. 

It gets its name from how soldiers were in¬ 
structed to reduce their stride as they walked 
down the steep hill from the town centre and to 
the port, to prevent them falling. 

Today it’s known as the Road of Remembrance. 
The giant £500,000 stainless steel arch is be¬ 
ing created at the top of that hill. Prince Harry 
will unveil it on August 4 to mark almost 100 
years since war began. 

It’s not the first time an arch has been situat¬ 
ed on the road. 

During the 1930s a temporary arch was built 
on the site to mark the Coronation of George VI 
, but was taken down shortly afterwards. The 
new arch is here to stay. 

It now stands proud on Folkestone’s skyline, 
which will also include a statue of an infantry 
soldier under its northern side and a compass 
that points to the nations that took part. The 
arch rises to about 40ft high and is 40ft wide. 

Project architect Philip Gearing said: “This is 
an international monument. People who came 

kl This is an international 
monument. People who came 
here were from Asia, Africa, 
North America and Australia 
- so I tried to think of a shape 
relevant to all those people J J 


Philip Gearing, 

Project architect for the new memorial 


here were from Asia, Africa, North America and 
Australia - so I tried to think of a shape that was 
relevant and applicable to all those people.” 

There have been objectors though in recent 
years with concerns over the public money be¬ 
ing spent on it and its scale. 

One local resident objected to the council by 
saying the arch will “not be a memorial to the 
soldiers; it will be a memorial to the vanity of a 
handful of people including the MP, and has 
hardly any public support”. 

Sandgate parish councillor Gary Fuller has 
nothing against the arch being built, but is an¬ 
gry public money is being used. 

He told us: “I was never against it in principle, 
I am against it being paid for by public money.” 

He claims Shepway and Kent County Council 
are putting in £200,000 each, adding: “For a 
£600,000 original cost, we are looking at 66 
per cent of it being paid for by the taxpayer. 

“This as a time when people are being hit 
with things like the bedroom tax and frontline 
expenditure is going down and the parking 
strategy in the town is closing local businesses. 

“I also find some of the costs questionable too, 
but I am not personally against the idea of 
having a memorial arch, if that’s what they 
want to do. 

“But they need to fund it through donations, 
not by grabbing from the public purse.” 

KCC said it has actually put in £150,000, and 
a spokesman for Step Short confirmed Shepway 
District Council had given £200,000 plus Folke¬ 
stone Town Council added a further £16,000. 

The charity has also had funding from the 
Roger De Haan Charitable Trust - bankrolled by 
the former Saga boss turned philanthropist. It 
paid £5,000 towards the costs of digitising the 
names in the Harbour Canteen visitors’ books 
and contributed a further £700 towards the 
Step Short website; and contributed £30,000 
towards Step Short’s education programme plus 
£95,000 towards the arch. 

The contribution by Lend Lease in the shape 
of free project management for the entire arch 
construction phase was originally estimated as 
being in the order of £75,000 but is likely to 
have increased, said Short Step. 

After seven years of planning, Paul Emden, 
the finance director of Step Short, said; “The 
volunteers who make up the Step Short com¬ 
mittee believe that Folkestone’s role in the First 
World War, and the bravery and sacrifice of the 
men and women who passed through the town 
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ARCH : Stainless structure sits atop Folkestone’s Road to Remembrance and 
has a 40ft span. It will be officially unveiled by HRH Prince Harry in August 



As new recruits left for trenches, the dead and 
wounded returned alongside fleeing refugees 


THE Great War of 1914-1918 would 
see Kent - and Folkestone in 
particular - play a key role. 

Not only was it where millions of 
our troops left the nation to do their 
duty - many bidding farewell for the 
very last time - it was the main port 
for their return. 

Soon the harrowing sight of dead 
and horribly injured men returning 
was eerily combined with that of 
fresh-faced youngsters passing them 
heading towards the killing fields of 
the Western Front. 

The 1915 move from Southamp¬ 


ton to Folkestone as the sole port 
turned the town into Britain’s 
biggest military camp, including 
thousands of well-paid Canadians 
who poured money into the local 
economy and took home more than 
a few British brides. 

As well as returning injured 
soldiers, Folkestone had to cope with 
a flood of Belgian refugees fleeing 
from the fighting, as well as the 
many Red Cross nurses. 

The nature of trenches and lack of 
accurate weapons meant progress 
could only be made by using sheer 


numbers of troops, literally throwing 
them by the thousand at well dug in 
positions in the hope the enemy 
would flee. Often, these charges were 
in vain, and it was Folkestone that 
had to mop up the blood of those 
tragic victims. 

The town, once a bustling seaside 
retreat for well to do Victorians, was 
taking on a shade of grey as the 
uniforms of millions poured through 
the streets, with many walking to 
their deaths down the Road of 
Remembrance. The town, for far too 
many, was their last vision of home. 


Do you care and want to 

(ft* * 

make a difference? 




We are recruiting for Community Care Workers 
and Live in Care Workers to work a range of 
shifts including weekends. 

We offer: • Competitive rates of pay starting from £7.34 
• Full training • Free uniform • Parking permits 
• Mobile phone allowances • Flexible working patterns 
• Mileage allowance (where applicable) 

Avante Community Support is a charitable organisation providing 
quality care, compassion and support for people, so they can 
remain living independently in their own home environment. 

'Tailored quality care for yoix, in (joixr ouon home' 


• Personal care • Live in care • Social interaction 
Companionship • Mobility assistance • Domestic duties 


Call us today or visit our website 

Telephone: 0800 9778705 

Email: recruitment@avantecommunitysupport.org.uk 
Website: www.avantecommunitysupport.org.uk 


avantf) 

community support 



Royal Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by John Rigby, 
with soloists James Edwards and Hye-Youn Lee, Military Wives Choir, 
Patriot Girls, P&O Ferries Choir, hosted by Chris Hollins, with vintage 
flying displays, a military band and fireworks finale! 


_EEDS 


CASTLE 


OPEN AIR 

CLASSICAL 


at Leeds Castle, Kent 


Sponsoredby www.heritage-events.co.uk SiMHeritaae 

P&OWFERRIES 0845 652 62 62 ^Events 9 
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MEMORIAL : Folkestone’s role as an important port of embarkation for troops heading to the Western Front is being marked with a 40ft stainless steel arch 
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on their way to the Western Front, 
needs to be recognised on this impor¬ 
tant anniversary of the start of the 
conflict. 

“The arch is a dramatic reminder of 
the sacrifice they made and will be an 
impressive addition to The Leas. It 
has echoes of a temporary arch that 
was erected at the very top of the 
Road of Remembrance for the Coro¬ 
nation of George VI in 1937.” 

Folkestone and Hythe MP Damian 
Collins, chairman of the Step Short 
project, is delighted its opening will 
be marked by the young royal. 

He said: “We are honoured that 


Prince Harry will be guest of honour. 

“The arch stands over the route 
taken by millions of service personnel 

kk It has been built in 
memory of their 
sacrifices and in 
recognition of the role 
played by Folkestone in 
the war effort... ff 


Damian Collins, 

Step Short project chairman 


on their journey to the war. It has 
been built in memory of their sacri¬ 
fices and in recognition of the role 
played by Folkestone in the war effort 
as an important port of embarkation 
to and from the Western Front. 

“The unveiling will be the culmi¬ 
nation of seven years of work by the 
Folkestone Step Short project, which 
was set up by members of the local 
community.” 

KCC leader Paul Carter added: “The 
arch is a fitting memorial to the sacri¬ 
fice of millions of soldiers and others 
who passed through the town on the 
way to the front line, and I am de¬ 
lighted that the county council was 
able to help make it happen. 


“The eyes of the world will be on 
Kent on August 4 when we will be 
paying tribute to the role the county 
played in the conflict 100 years ago.” 

David Monk, leader of Shepway Dis¬ 
trict Council, added: “This project is 
all about creating a continuing re¬ 
minder of the enormity of the sacrific¬ 
es made during the First World War.” 
■ Do you think it is money well 
spent? Shouldn’t we erect lasting 
memorials to those brave souls who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice 100 years 
ago? Share you views and join the 
debate. Write to The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. Or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 


Why is KCC 
spending our 
money on this? 

KENT County Council says the 
cost of designing and building 
the arch is about £560,000 and 
it has committed £150,000 to 
the project. 

This was approved by the 
director of economic develop¬ 
ment under delegated authority 
as it supports the visitor 
economy and regeneration. 

The council said: “Kent 
played a critical role in both 
world wars as the frontline 
county. It is fitting that we 
support commemorations 
across the county and in 
particular the memorial arch 
in Folkestone. 

‘ ‘It will provide a lasting 
legacy to the many that left 
these shores from Folkestone 
and paid the ultimate sacrifice 
as it replaces the original, long 
since lost, arch in Folkestone. It 
will be a new attraction and 
destination for everyone as an 
important and innovative 
learning tool for our children 
and a valuable tourism asset for 
Folkestone and Kent generally. 

“The visitor economy in 
Kent is worth £64million per 
annum and it supports around 
64,000 jobs. The arch will 
add to the overall offer for 
visitors to Folkestone and 
east Kent.” 



FABULOUS BATHROOMS 

& 

STUNNING FIREPLACES 

At 

EXCEPTIONAL PRICES 

Come and talk to the experts 

morrist 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:50 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 
STOCK TO CLEAR! TOO MUCH TO LIST AT SILLY PRICES. 


Come and visit our refurbished showroom 
Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 
T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Krays’ safe-blower who built 
himself a legitimate success 

Chris Murphy reports on remarkable rags-to-riches tale of man 
who emerged from criminal underworld to carve out a better life 



H E DESCRIBED himself as a 
modern-day Oliver Twist 
and would go on to work 
for notorious London 
gangsters the Kray twins 
and meet on-the-run Great Train 
Robber Ronnie Biggs in Brazil. 

But for all the difficult challenges 
John Rogers faced, he managed to turn 
his back on a life of crime to set up and 
create a hugely successful legitimate 
business. 

He was finally beaten by the double¬ 
whammy of Parkinson’s disease and 
cancer last September. 

Yet Mr Roger’s remarkable story and 
transformation has inspired his daugh¬ 
ter to publish his memoirs, charting a 
life from the suburbs of Maidstone to 
the mean streets of east London. 

Marion Rogers, who is behind the 
book, A Fighter All the Way, said: “He 
was a true fighter and even when he 
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s he 
didn’t stop fighting, right up until his 
death from prostate cancer.” 

John Rogers was born in Bearsted, in 
1943, during the Second World War. 

Unwanted by his parents, he found 
himself passing his way through the 
county’s children’s homes before serv¬ 
ing in the military. 

Calling himself a modern-day Oliver 
Twist, he was in and out windows steal¬ 
ing before moving on to a career of safe 
blowing and working for the notorious 
Kray twins, Ronnie and Reggie. 

In his early life, Mr Rogers used fear 
to get his way, writing: “The Krays’ 
philosophy is true. When people are 
scared of you, you can do pretty much 
anything. Never show fear even if you 
are dying inside.” 

After time spent in prison, he turned 
his back on Britain’s criminal under¬ 
belly, and relocated to Cornwall in 
1984, setting up JR Flat Roofing with a 
£2,000 bank loan. 

The book is written in Mr Rogers’ 
own forthright style which includes 
melancholic moments alongside amus¬ 
ing antics - such as meeting Great 
Train Robber Ronnie Biggs in Rio, Bra¬ 
zil, in 1990, when he won a charity 
competition. 

His daughter, Marion Rogers, who 
took over the running of the family 
business along with her brothers Nick 
and Phil, put the finishing touches to 
the book after her father died, aged 70. 

She said: “The book was a pleasure to 
work on with my dad. 

“He has some audacious stories 
which he tells in an unabashed way, 
but also opens up about his sadder 
times - especially feeling unwanted as 
a child in Kent. 

“It goes on to tell how he built a 
record of public service becoming a pil¬ 
lar of the local community, even receiv¬ 
ing the prestigious title of president of 
the Redruth Chamber of Commerce.” 

In the book, Mr Rogers writes of his 
early brushes with authority. 

“I’ll bet you none of those ‘experts’ 
ever dreamed I would end up launching 
a business which... was the foundation 
for a highly successful nationwide oper¬ 


ator that is still thriving today... none of 
them could have imagined that one day 
I would be looking back on a life that in¬ 
cluded a record of public service, not 
once but thrice over! ” he wrote. 

Mr Rogers was diagnosed with Par¬ 
kinson’s in 1994, but typically kept 
fighting. 

He wrote: “You just might conclude 
that I am something of a living, walk¬ 
ing miracle - in which case I won’t ar¬ 
gue with you. If not exactly fighting fit 
any more, I’m still ‘fighting’ - as I al¬ 
ways have done, in various ways, al¬ 
most from the day I was born. 

“I am proud of what I have achieved 
in this life, after the world and his wife 
had seemed to be against me.” 

Marion said she knew her father was 
a villain when she was quite young - it 
was never a family secret. 

But neither was their determination 
to leave his past behind. 

She said: “I am biased as he was my 
dad, but there is one word that describes 
what he was - and that’s legend. He 
wasn’t your average guy on the street 
- he was a loveable rogue with a heart 
of gold. 

“A face that fitted anywhere, he was 
just as comfortable in a transport cafe 
as he was The Savoy and everyone that 
knew him loved him. 

“He didn’t judge people by what they 
had, he saw the beauty in everyone and 
that made him into the special person 
that he was. 

“This may seem hard to believe when 
you think of the life he led before 
meeting mum.” 

His early life was always destined to 
become one of crime. 

Marion added: “In his younger days 

kk In his younger 
days he worked for 
the Kray twins and 
no doubt that involved 
a lot of violence as 
well as blowing safes 
for them vv 


Marion Rogers, daughter of John 
Rogers - A Fighter All The Way 


he worked for the Kray twins and no 
doubt that involved a lot of violence as 
well as blowing safes for them. 

“As I was growing up, however, that 
never crossed my mind. 

“We all just sort of knew he had a 
criminal history but he was a very mild 
tempered and helpful man that would 
do anything for anyone. 

“He didn’t like to see anyone being 
picked on and wouldn’t just walk on by 
if he witnessed a fight that he thought 
was unfair. He would either break it up 
or tackle the bully himself. 

“So to me, my dad was a hero. He 
rarely talked about this part of his 
criminal past; he was old school and he 
took most of this part of his life to the 
grave with him along with his time as a 
2 Para [Second Battalion, Parachute 
Regiment]. 

“He did, however, take great pleasure 
in telling stories about the fights he had 
over the years which had earned him 
the nickname ‘Tiger’. 

“A lot of these stories are in his book. 

“I knew of his criminal past but I did 
not know how many prison sentences 
he had served until we had to run a 
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check 
on the staff at JR Flat Roofing. 

“Dad’s criminal record came back 
five pages long... that was a surprise. 

“I also found this amusing as it in¬ 
cluded three prison terms for fighting 
or stealing he had never mentioned. 

“Dad, however, found it embarrass¬ 
ing and wasn’t happy when I laughed. 
He told me he was not particularly 
proud of the record, but it had made 
him in to the person he was. 

“Nothing in Dad’s life was easy. Be¬ 
ing placed in a borstal in North London 
as a teenager following a childhood in 
homes in Kent; he was all alone in the 
world. 

“He did what he could to survive and 
I am proud that he came out the other 
end the doting husband and loving fa¬ 
ther, despite his history. 

“The fact that nearly 400 people at¬ 
tended his funeral is evidence enough 
of how much he was loved. 

“His strong character made my 
brothers and I what we are today. I will 
always miss him.” 

■ The book is available to download 
through Amazon at £1.93 with lOp 
from every sale donated to Help For 
Heroes. 



to®® 

Is coming your way 

CHIDDINGSTONE CASTLE 
Hill Hoath Road, 

Chiddingstone, Edenbridge, 

KENT, 

TN87AD 

Thursday 17 th July 2014 
09:30am-4:00pm 

Paul Martin and our experts Adam Partridge, Thomas Plant 
and Claire Rawle look forward to seeing you there 

FREE ADMISSION TO THE FLOG IT EVENT 
MAXIMUM 3 ITEMS PER PERSON FOR VALUATION 
W: www.bbc.co.uk/flogit E: f1og.it(5)bbc.co.uk 

T: 0117 974 7839 



+ Installation 

+ 24/7 free phone UK call centre 
+ Dedicated business support team 
Call us today for Unlimited Business Broadband 
at just £5 a month for 12 months. 


Helping The Holiday Place 
create breaks to remember 


UNLIMITED 

BUSINESS BROADBAND 





Call 0800 0733051 

www.plus.net/business 


O 

plusnet 

We’ll do you proud 


Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Unlimited 
Business Broadband and line rental. For customers signing up by 10th July 2014 at www.plus.net/business 
or by calling Plusnet Business. If you are located in a low cost area you pay £5.00 a month for 12 months, 
then £13.00 a month from month 13 (otherwise £10.00 a month for the first 12 months, then £18.00 
a month from month 13) with £10.50 monthly line rental. Router delivery of £4.99 applies, should you 
choose one. Prices exclude VAT at 20%. Plusnet pic, Registered Office: The Balance, 2 Pinfold Street, 
Sheffield SI 2GU. Registered in England no: 3279013. © Plusnet pic. All rights reserved. 
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Home site surveys 
available 


Add value to your house, get that much needed extra room, 
escape the stresses of everyday life, chill-out and relax. 

Discover Outdoor Space. 


‘Delta single glazed corner cabin ‘Eldorado’ double glazed a massive 6m x 5m 
Installed (silver package) from only Installed (silver package) from only. 






an 




Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


FIVE DISPLAY VILLAGES ACROSS KENT 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 
chestfield@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 
ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 
gillingham@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 
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Shining a light on 
county’s renewable 
energy resources 

With energy demands now beginning to exceed supply the 
need for less reliance on ever-decreasing fossil fuels is a major 
issue. Maria Chiorando looks at how Kent is being affected. 


O NCE heralded as the solu¬ 
tion to our over-reliance 
on finite natural resourc¬ 
es and the uncertainty of 
Middle East oil supplies, 
renewable energies remain a thorny 
topic. 

From the towering wind turbines 
that dominate Romney Marsh to the 
increasing number of fields and 
homes adorned with the distinctive 
panels designed to capture and con¬ 
vert sunlight, Kent is increasingly be¬ 
coming defined by power. 

It has always been so, of course. 

The imposing concrete bulk of the 
nuclear reactor sat on the shingle of 
Dungeness, or the now defunct oil and 
coal-fired facilities in the likes of Hoo 
and Richborough, become significant 
landmarks as well as important pro¬ 
viders of power to the National Grid. 

But as the country’s energy de¬ 
mands begin to exceed supply, are the 
wind farms and solar panels that dot 
our horizons and landscapes generat¬ 
ing enough power for our needs? 

And, perhaps more significantly, is 
local opposition preventing their 
widespread adoption? 

While there is no denying they 
continue to contribute a significant 
proportion of our energy needs, it re¬ 
mains a small, and often unreliable, 
percentage. After all, when the wind 
stops blowing, so the turbines on and 
off our coastlines stop spinning. 

What is more, questions continue 
to be asked over the cost-effective 
nature of transporting energy creat¬ 
ed by offshore wind farms back to 
land or the power of solar. 

In addition, there are increasing 
concerns over the location of such re¬ 
newable technologies. 

For many, the turbines on the 
Romney Marsh are eyesores; the 
Kentish Flats wind farm is considered 
by others a blot on the landscape off 


the Whitstable and Herne Bay coasts; 
and plans for a solar farm near Sit- 
tingbourne have ruffled the feathers 
of many. 

Yet the power-generation land¬ 
scape has changed dramatically in 
recent years. 

With ever-increasing demands from 
an ever-growing population, there 
has been a sea change of opinion. 

Nuclear has once again found itself 
back in favour with central govern¬ 
ment, and there is even an expensive 
link being created between Kent and 
Belgium - the Nemo link - which will 
pump excess energy from the Conti¬ 
nent into the National Grid to ensure 
our lights never go out. 

A similar scheme called ElecLink is 
planned to run through the Channel 
Tunnel: a giant cable linking the UK 
and France, which will be able to 


carry one gigawatt between the two 
countries, with the UK standing to 
benefit from France’s surplus power 
supply. 

Like enormous power extension 
cables, it is perhaps the clearest indi¬ 
cation of how, as an island, we are 
simply not generating enough power. 

So why, after all the hype, is renew¬ 
able energy not creating that addi¬ 
tional supply we need? 

Ian Driver is a Green Party council¬ 
lor on Thanet District Council. 

He said: “New figures show that in 
2013 renewable energy accounted 
for around 5.2 per cent of final energy 
consumption. 

“It was 4.2 per cent in 2012, so it is 
going in the right direction but still a 
long way from the Government target 
of 20 per cent of energy generated 
from renewable sources by 2020. 


“Ultimately, we’d like to see 100 per 
cent of energy coming from renewa¬ 
ble sources, and we do think that is 
realistic, long term. 

“In Kent, we have access to a lot of 
resources. We have a lot of wind and 
sun, although we don’t generate as 
much solar power in the county as 
you might expect.” 

But that could be set to change, ac¬ 
cording to James Beard, a spokesman 
for the Solar Trade Association (STA), 
a not-for-profit organisation that 
represents the solar sector. 

Mr Beard said: “Solar is one of the 
growth areas in renewable energy. 

“It is the most popular energy 
source in terms of popular opinion, 
with a poll showing 85 per cent of the 
public are in favour of solar energy. 

“In 2012, there were three solar 
farms generating over five megawatts 


in the south east; in 2013, that number 
had risen to 28 farms, with a further 
49 requests for planning permission. 

“It is one of the growth areas in 
renewable energy. 

“There are some dangers, in terms 
of the farms being unpopular - if they 
are on high-grade agricultural land, 
for example. 

“Where the solar farms go is impor¬ 
tant, and the public and local com¬ 
munity have to want them.” 

I t may appear a fringe issue, but 
it is an increasingly significant 
one when it comes to renewable 
energies - an aesthetical debate 
that can set whole communities 
against certain endeavours. 

The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England in Kent (CPRE) agrees. 

Marketing manager Vicki Ellis ex¬ 
plains: “CPRE supports alternative, 
renewable power sources but believes 
they need to be carefully located to 
achieve minimal impact on the envi¬ 
ronment and on our future well-being. 

“We recognise solar power has an 
important role as part of its applica¬ 
tion in appropriate situations, such as 
rooftops as in proposals to direct sub¬ 
sidies towards smaller installations. 

“Kent contains a very large propor¬ 
tion of the nation’s grade one and 
grade two agricultural land and al¬ 
most all of the remaining land is 
grade three. 

“The fact that higher-grade land is 
more abundant in Kent should not be 
used to justify its use for solar power 
generation.” 

They would therefore suggest that 
applications to build solar farms on 
high grade agricultural land be auto¬ 
matically declined and that more pow¬ 
er is generated using rooftop panels. 
The use of these panels is certainly 
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MY TRIP TO THE LONDON ARRAY WIND FARM... 


OFFSHORE THING: 


THE sun rose over calm 
seas in the morning. 

I was glad. Conditions were 
perfect for the boat journey I would 
be taking out to London Array’s 
wind farm: the largest offshore 
wind farm in the world. 

A trip to see the turbines close up 
in all their glory and learn about the 
way wind power is contributing to 
the UK’s renewable energy targets. 

The wind farm takes up 100 sq 
km in the outer Thames estuary 
between the coasts of Essex and 
Kent, comprising 175 turbines. 

The turbines are placed between 
650m and 1,200m apart and are all 
interconnected by cables, which are 
buried in the seabed. These same 
cables take the electricity from the 


turbines to the offshore substations 
and ultimately to the National Grid. 

Decked out in life jackets and 
hard hats, we boarded the boat at 
Ramsgate and travelled the 12 
miles off the coast to see these huge 
structures which seem to grow out 
of the waves. 

It is an awe-inspiring sight; the 
turbines are taller than the London 
Eye, reaching a height of 147m to 
the tip of the blade at its highest 
point, and grow almost implausibly 
out of the water in precise rows. 

We saw engineers working on the 
blades; even close up the humans 
look ant-like, underlining the 
massive scale of these structures. 

Because of the placid weather 
conditions, the turbines were not 


turning, but it was easy to imagine 
the power they must generate when 
at full pelt. 

Engineers make this trip daily, 
and it can take up to two hours, on 
top of the highly specialised and 
detailed work on the turbines; it is a 
gruelling job. All the turbines need 
regular servicing, as well as any 
specific technical issues that may 
arise and need to be fixed. 

In summer months this is easier 
due to the weather conditions, 
whereas in the winter the shorter 
daylight hours mean there is less 
time to work. 

They stir plenty of emotions from 
those onshore, but the truth is up 
close they are enormous a a 
and really rather amazing. ^ ^ 



How does an offshore wind farm work? 


WIND farms help to tackle climate 
change and global warming 
because, unlike traditional methods 
of producing energy, such as coal, 
oil and gas-operated power 
stations, turbines do not produce 
harmful carbon emissions. 

Mike O’Hare, general manager at 
London Array, explained: “Offshore 
wind farms can generate more 
power than onshore farms because 
there are more powerful winds at 
sea than on land. 

“Another benefit is the space 
available - it would be practically 
impossible to find a 100km sq area 
of land within the UK.’ ’ 


But there are disadvantages too. 

“Because of the nature of being 
out at sea, it is more costly and 
difficult to build the turbines’ 
structures and substations,” he said. 

The effects of offshore wind 
farms on marine life are not fully 
understood, but it is believed there 
are advantages and disadvantages. 

The drilling is said to disturb 
mammals during the construction 
phase; however, during the 
operational phase it is believed the 
structures provide a surface for 
barnacles and other sea life. 

During the operational phase, 
electricity is generated when the 


wind turns the blades on the 
turbines, explains Mr O’Hare. 

“This is then taken from the 
turbines to offshore substations 
through cables which are buried in 
the seabed. When the electricity 
reaches the offshore substations, 
the voltage is boosted to reduce the 
transmission losses, then export 
cables running from the substations 
bring the electricity to the shore.” 

This electricity feeds straight into 
the high-voltage network and is 
then carried into the National Grid. 

Quite how much then serves the 
people of Kent is, apparently, 
nigh-on impossible to calculate. 


London Array’s wind 
farm off the Kent coast is 
the largest in the world 




Currently available 


THE BELVOIR (plot 43) 

2 BEDROOM COACH HOUSE 


IDEAL FOR FIRST TIME 
BUYERS OR INVESTORS 


FULLY FITTED KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES 


GARAGE 


Set in an excellent location just half a mile from the High Street in Ashford, Jubilee Place offers a choice of 2,3&4 
bedroom homes each including a superb specification at outstanding value for money. 

Sales Centre open from 10.00am to 5.00pm 7 days a week. Telephone 01233 210724 for further details. 

Government backed 'Help to Buy' scheme is available. House to sell? no problem... ask about our Assisted Move Scheme’ to help sell your existing property. 


New Homes 

www.abbeynewhomes.co.uk 


Land & New Homes 


Land & New Homes 


01233 624561 


01233 639934 


Visit our Sales Centre to find out 
why our new homes at Jubilee Place 
are proving so popular 


Geering&Colyer 


Countrywide 
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something that is seeing huge growth 
in the south east, claims Sam Cour¬ 
age, a solar designer at Carmichael 
Browns, which designs, installs and 
maintains solar panels. 

“Fitting solar panels is definitely be¬ 
coming more popular,” he said. “We 
tend to specialise in businesses now, as 
there has been so much inter¬ 
est in that sector. 

“Kent is as good as 
anywhere in the south 
to generate solar 
power because of the 
amount of sunshine. 

“We are rapidly 
running out of fossil 
fuels, but light is not 
going to run out within 
the next million years.” 

The impending 
scarcity of fossils fuels 
is one reason we need 
to start relying more 
on renewables, but it 
is not the only one. 

Cllr Driver ex¬ 
plains: “Traditional 
energy production 
using fossil fuels cre¬ 
ates carbon emis¬ 
sions, which are envi- 
ronmentally 
harmful. 

“In contrast, the 
carbon emissions pro¬ 
duced by renewable sources such as 
wind farms are either very low or non¬ 
existent, so this is significant in pro¬ 
tecting the environment.” 

Also, lowered supplies of North Sea 
gas mean that the fuel is now being 
imported, which is in turn pushing 
up prices. 



Harvesting natural resources such 
as wind or the sun means that al¬ 
though initial set-up costs are high, 
these energy resources are cost-effec¬ 
tive in the long run as the wind and 
sun are obviously free and available. 

Finally, it is forecast around one 
third of the UK’s conventional power 
stations will close over the next 15 
years. 

I t is impossible 
to predict exactly 
how much energy 
can be generated 
through natural sour¬ 
ces, such as the wind, 
as that is dependent 
on the weather. 

It is therefore neces¬ 
sary to create a combi¬ 
nation of energy sourc¬ 
es, including fossil fuels, 
nuclear and of course re¬ 
newable energy in order 
to guarantee a steady 
supply of power into the 
future. 

“Kent is a leader in lots 
of different forms of pow¬ 
er generation,” said 
Philip Jones, director of 
Maxim PR in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

“There is an extremely 
diverse energy mix in 
the county, including 
the country’s largest on¬ 
shore and offshore wind farms [Rom¬ 
ney Marsh and London Array], 
Grain’s now defunct power plant and 
nuclear power stations.” 

This diversity is something that 
should serve the region well as it 
moves into a new era of power gener¬ 
ation. 



Fracking industry is splitting public opinion 


FEW issues are as sure to make 
hackles rise as much as the 
contentious fracking debate. 

With reports claiming that 4.4 
billion barrels of shale oil are under 
the Weald Basin - a stretch of land 
which crosses through the Home 
Counties and into west Kent - it has 
become a huge issue for local 
campaigners. 

“There are no benefits to fracking,” 
claims the Green Party’s Ian Driver. 

“We can look at where it’s been 
done before, and the environmental 
harm it causes outweighs any 
possible benefits.” 

Fracking involves drilling into the 
earth, and using chemicals and water 
to blast out trapped gas and oil. 

Critics claim it can contaminate 
water supplies and even trigger 
earthquakes. 

Pat Marsh, secretary of East Kent 


Against Fracking, explained some of 
the negative impacts. 

“To make extracting gas in Kent 
viable, with or without fracking, 
thousands of wells will have to be 
drilled, covering huge areas,” he said. 

“Community life will be destroyed 
with constant heavy vehicle move¬ 
ments through villages and along 
narrow country lanes day and night, 
not to mention the noise and light 
pollution involved in 24/7 operations. 

“In spite of industry cover-ups, 
there is also now considerable 
evidence from other parts of the 
world to prove beyond doubt that 
these kinds of operations can never 
be made safe, even with the tightest 
regulation. 

“The risk of irretrievable contami¬ 
nation to our water is unacceptably 
high. This would be a catastrophe in 
our county, where the underground 


chalk aquifers provide our basic 
water supply in one of the most 
water-stressed parts of the country. 

“If this industry were ever to 
become established in the Garden of 
England, it would mean the end of 
agriculture and food production, not 
to mention tourism.” 

Speaking to KoS last year, however, 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
insisted there is a part for fracking to 
play in the nation’s power mix. 

He said: “We have to recognise 
that a fracking revolution has taken 
place in America and we ought to be 
thinking about it here. 

“Recent reports have shown we 
may have twice as much shale gas as 
previously thought and so this is an 
industry we should be encouraging. 

“But we want to make sure it’s an 
industry we encourage for 
community benefit as well.” 



All Himolla 
Upholstery Ranges 

20% Off Rec Retail Pri 


£ 


All Ercol Collections 

20% Off Rec Retail Price 





All Hypnos Mattress & Beds 

20% Off Rec Retail Price 





HTL Chameleon SALE PRICE 

Recliner 3 Seater Sofa Was El 489 £1259 

J’rice for BV Leather Range_ 







VI SPRING 


ercol 


fkoyby 
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Pjrker Knoll 


Alstons 


LUKEHURST 


lukehurst.co uk 


High Street, Rainham 

Win a £100 

ME8 7JH. Tel: 01634 236956 

M&S Voucher 

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm • Sun 10am-4pm 

To enter our free 

Sittingbourne Retail Park, Mill Way, 

competition simply visit 

Sittingbourne ME10 2XD. Tel: 01795 430299 

www.lukehurst.co.uk 

Open: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm 

All offers subject to availability E&OE 

to register. ^ 
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Caught on film: Project snaps a 



Tuesday, Jan 22, 2013 - The Perfect 10 - Mkkad Marsh 



Sunday, July 28,2013 - Cdebratum - George Tide 


Images capture every day of 2013 in Whitstable through the 
lens of those who live there - recording the good, the bad 
and the odd, come rain or shine, as Chris Britcher reports... 


T AKE a quick look online 
and there are numerous 
websites which allow 
budding photographers to 
record their year by taking 
and uploading a picture each and 
every day. 

Yet what about applying the same 
concept to an entire community? 
To create and manage a project which 
has a town as its focus, and its pho¬ 
tographers anyone who wants to 
capture the town they know - good 
or bad - across all four seasons, come 
rain or shine? 

For several years now, Kent Creative 
Arts has been facilitating just that with 
its innovative 365 Project. 

And now it’s preparing to showcase 
the fruits of last year’s labours: 365 A 
Year in the Life of Whitstable. 

The response to the project was 
phenomenal. More than 145 photog¬ 
raphers submitted some 3,800 imag¬ 
es on everything from mobile phones 
to top of the range SLR cameras. 

It follows in the footsteps of other 
successful projects in Faversham, 
Canterbury and Sheppey, and discus¬ 
sions are ongoing as to where to go 
next in the county. 

Nathalie Banaigs is director of Kent 


Creative Arts, a not-for-profit cultur¬ 
al organisation which relies on dona¬ 
tions and grants to exist. 

It coordinates what it believes is a 
pioneering photographic project. 

“I’m certainly not aware of any 
other photographic exhibition which 
engages the entire community like 
the 365 Project does,” she says. 
“That’s not to say there aren’t others 
out there, but I’m not aware of them. 

“The idea is for people who live and 
work in these towns to capture every 
aspect of it. We’ve had images of 
rubbish on the beach, for example, 
because someone felt it important to 
highlight it. We get images of any¬ 
thing and everything to do with an 
area which are as interesting to those 
who live there as they are to visitors. 

“The idea is for the pictures to tell a 
story rather than simply being excel¬ 
lent photographs.” 

The culmination of the work will be 
an exhibition which opens this week¬ 
end and runs throughout the summer. 

It will feature all 365 images select¬ 
ed by the judges and taken on every 
day of the year. Those same images 
will then form part of a book which 
will be sold after the event. 

So where next for the project? 


As with so many things, it ulti¬ 
mately comes down to money. 

While it sounds straightforward, 
each 365 project takes around 18 
months to manage, with a website for 
hosting images, marketing, commu¬ 
nications, exhibitions and the books 
all carrying a price tag which needs 
to be underwritten. 

Miss Banaigs explained: “This year 
was poor for sponsorships what with 
the impact of the recession still being 
felt. But it is a challenge for us to do it 
without sufficient support. 

“So when it comes to where we will 
go next, it will depend, before it can 
go any further, on us securing the 
money to do so - whether that is from 
donations from businesses and indi¬ 
viduals or grants. We’ve named the 
place before and then attempted to 
secure sponsorship and ending up 
losing money, so we need to secure at 
least most of the funding first.” 

The 365: A Year in the Life of Whit¬ 
stable exhibition runs at the Whitsta¬ 
ble Museum & Gallery in Oxford Street 
until August 31. It is open Thursdays 
to Sundays 11am to 4.30pm. 

■ To help support future 365 
Projects contact Nathalie Banaigs at 
Kent Creative Arts on 01795 597 576. 



Adoption 


Could you change 
a child’s future? 

Adoption information event 
Saturday 19 July, 10.30am - 2.30pm 
Hilton Maidstone, Bearsted Road ME14 5AA 

Talks start at 11am and 1pm. 

Please arrive ten minutes before these times to avoid 
disappointment. Refreshments and free parking available. 

Hear first-hand from people who have adopted 
in Kent and from our adoption professionals 
about the children we are finding families for. 
We’d particularly welcome people who could 
consider adopting sibling groups, children aged 4 
to 8 years and children who need extra support. 

Text ADOPTION1 and your name to 88802 

03000 420 002 
www.kentadoption.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @kent_cc #changingfutures 

(Quote 1407KOS) 


22 Week ending July 6,2014 


NTW 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


















year in the life of popular town 



Thursday, Aug 15 - Mcmdight over WkltstaMe - Conrad ShilUn 
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Thurs^t 


ay, Mar 14,2013 - Putting Hie twrld to nylvts - Qeorye PUk 






SaTurdt 


ay>Jan 5 , 2013 - In, her elevnewt 


-Jaruce McQtruuitsn 


WeMuxday, Mar 6 - From calm, to serenity - MkkaA MarUt 


365 PROJECT... 

IN NUMBERS 


' 1 , 440 " 

Photographs submitted 
for the Faversham project 

in 2011 _| 

1 , 502 " 

Submitted for Canterbury 
project in 2011 

1 , 476 " 

Images donated for 
Sheppey project in 2011 


3,800 

Images sent in for 
Whitstable 2013 



GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call GIRLINGS’ MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE HELPDESK on 

0845 2221 999 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 


sit 

[hr Law Soclrtv 


api 


ii 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 



WAR AND REACH 


At RAF Westenhanger Folkestone Racecourse 
NrHythe Kent CT2i4HX 101:01304813337 
www.thewarandpeacerevivaLco.uk 

Supported fiy the KM Group 
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SALE NOW ON 



THE RIMINI 

• 48” Limestone Surround 

• Suitable for gas or electric 
fire 

Was X950.00 Now £600 


THE SOPHIA 

• 50” White Marble 
Surround with lights 

• Suitable for electric 
Was £899.00 Now £600 



THE MELFORD 

• 60” White Marble 
Surround with lights 

• Suitable for gas or electric 
fire 

• Slight imperfections in 
marble 

Was £1,000 Now £350 



PINE MANTEL 

• 54” pine mantel beige 
back panel / hearth 

• Suitable for gas or electric 
fire 

Was £950 Now £350 


OAK MANTEL 

• 54” solid oak mantel 
t-shaped slate hearth 
brick chamber 

• Suitable for Multi fuel 
stove 

Was £1,700 Now £900 


Ex-display models 

Visit Our Showroom 

6 »- r t | p 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

riDEDl flOC Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

1 I li EI L A U t www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 



IT’S NO JOKE : After 14 years, and countless rows, work is finally to begin on bringing down the 

Curtain is set to 
finally to fall on 
the long-running 
cinema saga as 
demolition starts 


H EARD the one about Tunbridge 
Wells’s long-abandoned cinema be¬ 
ing demolished? It’s a joke that no 
longer raises a smile among fed- 
up locals. 

But this week, after years of inaction, work fi¬ 
nally began to demolish it. 

The once much-loved site, right in the very 
centre of the royal spa town, closed for the final 
time in 2000, when operator Odeon opted in¬ 
stead to build a multiplex cinema on the out¬ 
skirts of the borough. 

It slapped a covenant on the site, preventing it 
from being reopened as a movie house, and for 
the last 14 years it has become the most conten¬ 
tious issue in the town. 

Developers with big plans have come and 
gone as the recession scuppered schemes, but 
now something, finally, seems to be happening. 

Bulldozers may not have quite moved in yet, 
but work to get to that stage is under way. 

Tunbridge Borough Council is keeping a close 
eye on the situation - convenient as the site is, 
opposite the authority’s imposing headquarters 
- with a spokesman saying they too are waiting 
to see what happens. 

The decision to level the dilapidated site has 


come from the current owners, a joint venture 
between The Carlyle Group and Bellhouse 
Joseph Holding. 

They have a supermarket tenant in place, 
ready to move in, but had said the building 
would only be pulled down as and when a ten¬ 
ancy contract was signed and sealed. 

The council objected, along with a wave of 
anger from residents who want to see the eye¬ 
sore brought down. 

Yet even that has proved to be a protracted 
process. 

There were reports Waitrose was ready to 

kk At the moment the vast 
majority of the work is taking 
place away from public view, 
at all times striving to keep 
disruption to a minimum j j 


Ben Du Boulay, of The Carlyle Group, the 
cinema site’s owners 
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Mystery runs deep into cause of spring’s dry spell 



NO WATER: Chalybeate Sping in 
Tunbridge Wells is 400 years old 


MYSTERY continues to surround 
just why Tunbridge Wells’s famous 
spring has run dry. 

The Chalybeate Spring, which 
gives the town its name, remains a 
hugely popular tourist attraction 
with its legendary healing and 
reviving qualities. 

But 10 days ago the water 
stopped running, forcing the 
council to pull the plug on 
employing ‘dippers’ - people who 
spoon cups of the water to tourists 
while discussing the spring’s 
history. 

The spring appears on the 
Pantiles, the town’s historic 


Georgian shopping parade. 

It believed this is the first time it 
run dry in its 400-year history. 

In the past it has been down to a 
trickle, but once the skies opened 
the waters started to flow again. 

This time, however, it seems to 
have completley stopped. 

Pantiles owner TargetFollow is 
still looking into the problem as a 
matter of urgency. 

According to Tunbridge 
Borough Council there has not 
been any noticeable drop in 
visitors. 

Cllr Jane March, cabinet 
member with responsibility for 


tourism, said: “Obviously it’s a 
great pity visitors can’t see the 
water in the spring, but I have 
every confidence that council 
officers and Targetfollow will do 
all they can to rectify the situation. 

“I am very happy to confirm 
it’s business as usual in Tunbridge 
Wells. The town is very busy, we 
have lots of visitors and local 
accommodation is in high 
demand.” 

In 2010, the drinking of the 
spring water was halted for a short 
while when low levels of bacteria 
were detected, once again caused 
by low water levels. 



site of Tunbridge Wells’s former cinema 

sign for the building after almost three years of 
talks, but within months, due to changes in the 
economy, the company is said to have asked for 
new terms on the rent. 

A Waitrose spokesman said: “It is no secret 
we have a long-standing ambition to open in 
Tunbridge Wells and that absolutely remains 
the case. 

“We have been exploring the possibility of us 
opening a store with Bellhouse Joseph Holdings 
but have sadly not been able to agree a viable 
proposal, despite the best intention of everyone 
involved. 

“We are as keen as ever to open in the town so 
this is not down to the location, but rather the 
property elements that can influence the viabil¬ 
ity of a scheme such as scheme costs, parking, 
layout and the challenging market conditions 
retailers face. “ 

In July last year, asbestos in the building was 
slowly removed over a 10-week period. 

The owners drew up a timetable of demolition, 
which has now finally got under way, helped 
along by the council serving what’s called a Sec¬ 
tion 215 notice ordering demolition to be fin¬ 
ished by September. 

It’s believed that deadline has been negotiat¬ 
ed back to October for it to all be finished. That, 
and the threat the council would take on its 
own contractors and then bill the owners. 

Ben Du Boulay of The Carlyle Group, the site’s 
owner, said: “I’m pleased to confirm prelimi¬ 
nary demolition work has now started. 

“At the moment the vast majority of the work 
is taking place away from public view and at all 
times we are striving to keep any disruption to 
the public and neighbouring businesses to a 
minimum.” 

Ed Bellhouse, of developer Bellhouse Joseph, 
said: “This week the contractors have been con¬ 
centrating on closing off public access points 
and making the necessary preparations to the 
rear of the site so that demolition work can com¬ 
mence in earnest as soon as possible. 

“We haven’t finalised what the eventual 
scheme will be as yet.” 

It could yet contain at least some residential, 
and ironically even a boutique cinema has been 
mentioned. 

As for the building’s final death knell, things 
should move at a faster pace on July 14 when 
‘soft stripping’ [removal of the internal fitting] 
begins. Scaffolding goes up around a week later 
and the demolition process begins, bringing an 
end to an issue that to the town’s people was no 
laughing matter. 



your ultimate bedroom and win it 



Calling all little design geniuses! You could win your own bedroom 
makeover worth £1,500 and see your design built in centre too! 

All you have to do is enter your drawings and scribbles by 21st July. 

Pick up an entry form in centre or go to intu.co.uk/lakeside 


In partnership with 



No purchase necessary. CLosing date 5pm 21/07/2014. UK residents aged 12 and under. Exclusions apply. Entry forms must be fiLied in and submitted to Customer Services Desks at intu Lakeside. 

Entries can also be submitted by post, see entry form for details. One entry per person. The winner will be notified by 29/07/2014. One prize of a bedroom makeover worth up to £1,500 from participating 
IKEA stores. No cash or other alternatives in whole or part. Full terms and conditions available at intu.co.uk/lakeside. Promoter: Intu Properties pic, 40 Broadway, London SW1H 0BT. 
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Craig Harvey, Designer 


Rebecca Bailey, Designer 


Richard Heywood, Designer 


CREATING BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS, COMPLETELY 
TAILORED TO MEET YOUR LIFESTYLE & BUDGET. 


www.umbermaster.co.uk 


19-25 Blenheim Close, Pysons Road Industrial In Lenleys, Roper Road 

Estate, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2YF Canterbury CT2 7EL 

Telephone: 01843 602607 Telephone: 01227 766655 
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Competition 


ckets to Lounge 
on the Farm 2014 
could be yours' 


IT IS one of the highlights of the county’s 
cultural calendar and Lounge on the Farm is set 
to return for a full day and night of festival fun. 

And you can be there for free thanks to our 
great competition. 

Returning for its ninth and final year at 
Merton Farm in Canterbury on August 2, big 
names include Fun Lovin’ Criminals, Peter 
Hook and The Light, The Subways, DJ Yoda and 
The Trans-Siberian Marching Band, Courtney 
Pine, LotF’s very own house band Dub Pistols, 
plus DJ Alfredo and much more. 

All this supported by Kent’s amazing home 
grown talent including Coco and The Butter¬ 
field, Intermission Project, Brendon Powers and 
Sam Sure. 

The Little Lounge will be looking after mums, 
dads and kids with our very own Red Coats 
helped by Canterbury Day Nursery and The 
National Childbirth Trust. 

And with appearances from everyone’s fa¬ 
vourite fairy princess and elf, Ben & Holly, the 
kids aren’t going to want to miss this one. 

Lounge on the Farm is famous for its amazing 
street food - you can dine around the world in 
Kent with a walking feast of Kolkatan dosas, 
hand-thrown pizza, Beijing crepes, Jerk 
chicken, Mediterranean barbecue, our very 
own local game, Kentish ice cream, and fish 


from our Kent coast. All washed down with a 
pint of Kent Best at Kent’s best festival. 

We’ve teamed up with the organisers to offer 
three pairs of tickets for the festival. 

■ Lounge on the Farm is held on a... 

a) Boat 

b) Farm 

c) Mountain 

To enter text KOS followed by LOUNGE2014 
and your answer then your first name, surname 
address and postcode to 80058, e.g. KOS 
LOUNGE2014 C JOHN SMITH 2 THE STREET, 
TOWN, DV2 2GT. 

Texts cost 5Op plus your standard network 
rate. Winners will be selected from all correct 
entries. 

The promoter’s decision is final. 

Usual terms and conditions apply. Full details 
via www.kentnews.co.uk. 

Please note if you should enter after the clos¬ 
ing deadline of July 15, 2014 your entry will not 
be valid, but you still may be charged. 

■ SMS services are provided by BBA Digital 

Helpline telephone 0844 3572403. 

Alternatively enter by post to Lounge 
Competition, Archant KOS Media, Kent House, 
81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 
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* HOLIDAY 


PARK 


We work with the manufacturers to ensure you get 
the perfect home, whatever the size and style. 


P CTURESQUE LOCAT ON N THE HEART OF KENT 


ramms 


Call today o 

Four Seasons Holiday Park, Labour in Vain Road, V\ 


POUR 
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DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


BEFORE THE BEATLES, BEFORE THE STONES, 

ROCK & ROLL WAS BORN 


'JOYOUS! 

I LOVE 
THIS SHOW' 

SUNDAY EXPESS 


THE AUDEINCE 
GO CRAZY. 
IT'S THE 
SHOW 

YOU'LL NEVER 
FORGET' 


DAILY MAIL 




BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 
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FIRST-CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 


The smash-hrt 


National Theatre 

f 


production 


A comedy by RICHARD BEAN 

Based on The Servant at Two Masters by Carlo Goldoni 
With sori^s by Grant Old in g 
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TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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saunders park homes in Kent 


Court Mount, Birchington CT7 OBU 


“Best Park n Great Brita n” 


Living for the over 50's at 
Court Mount Park Home 


Estate, Birchington - wher 
the high street facilities are 
just a short walk away. 


Parks at: 


The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


for further information visit us at 

www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 

or telephone us for a brochure on 01843 821311 
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R AIL commuters have 
been bracing themselves 
for years of disruption as 
London Bridge undergoes 
a multi-billion-pound re¬ 
furbishment - and this week they got 
their first glimpse at just what it 
would mean to the timetable. 

Earlier than normal, train operator 
Southeastern unveiled its timetable 
for 2015 - bringing with it good and 
bad news for many. 

The London Bridge transformation 
is one of the biggest changes to servic¬ 
es in a generation: a three-year, £6.5 
billion refurbishment from January 
that will enhance its capacity and al¬ 
low it to accommodate longer trains 
coming from Kent. 

However, it will be closed to a large 
number of services from the county 
for long spells during the improve¬ 
ments. And that means a headache 
for those who frequently change at 
the terminal. 

But the good news is that high¬ 
speed services are increasing, with 
several stations on the east Kent coast 
getting high-speed trains for the first 
time and Ashford now having four an 
hour in peak times. 

The work at London Bridge will af¬ 
fect passengers on services to and from 
Charing Cross and Cannon Street - 
with both routes being modified. 

For the first half of the work - from 
January 2015 until August 2016 - 
trains to Charing Cross will not be 
able to stop at London Bridge as the 
platforms they use will be undergo¬ 
ing refurbishment. 

As a consequence, passengers 
needing access to London Bridge will 
have to catch a Cannon Street service 
instead. 

There is also, of course, the option 
of getting off at a different London 
station - St Pancras, Charing Cross, 
Waterloo or Victoria - to walk to 
wherever you need to be or get a bus 
or the underground. 

And when in August 2016 Charing 
Cross trains start stopping there 
again, Cannon Street services will 
then stop while the work continues. 

To avoid total chaos at Cannon 
Street, which will be taking a large 
number of extra trains, some existing 
trains to both Charing Cross and 
Cannon Street will be diverted to 
London Blackfriars instead, which is 
about a 10-minute walk from London 
Bridge. 

Cannon Street main and under¬ 
ground stations will also be open for 
much longer - from 5am to lam. 

Southeastern’s train services direc¬ 
tor, Richard Dean, confirmed that 
season-ticket-holders who had to 
make changes to their journey be¬ 
cause of the work - such as using the 
high-speed trains or the under¬ 
ground - would not be charged extra. 

“The rebuilding of London Bridge 
means very significant changes to 
our train service,” he said. 

“A lot of people are going to be af¬ 
fected. It’s a lot of upheaval. 

“For us the priority is making sure 
we can get all our trains into London. 
We are trying to keep the same 
number of trains running. 

“The engineers would have pre¬ 
ferred us to shut the station. This is a 
balance between the best solution for 
our passengers and the best solution 
for the project.” 

The new timetable is available on the 
Southeastern website and Mr Dean is 
encouraging people to take a look. 

“Many people will find there isn’t 
an impact on them,” he said. 

“Most of the east Kent lines will 




Rescheduled timetable to 
bring good and bad news 
for City-bound train users 


between times we have to go through 
this pain,” Mr Dean said. 

“The timetable has been planned 
to be robust and perform better than 
today’s timetable. We are trying to 
make things better despite the chal¬ 
lenges we have got and build some 
enhancements to the existing servic¬ 
es on the back of this work.” 

The benefits include a new hourly 
high-speed service for Deal, Walmer, 
Sandwich, Martin Mill and Birching- 
ton-on-Sea. 

The hourly train from St Pancras to 
Dover Priory, instead of stopping at 
Dover, will now continue to Deal, 
Sandwich and Ramsgate before loop¬ 
ing back to Faversham, where it will 
join the existing north Kent line go¬ 
ing to St Pancras. 

T he same will happen in the 
opposite direction; every 
other high-speed Faversham 
train will not terminate at 
Faversham but go through Thanet 
and Deal to Dover to join the existing 
Dover train coming back to London. 

This means the smaller coastal sta¬ 
tions will now have two trains an 
hour to London: one to Charing Cross 
via Dover, and one to St Pancras via 
Faversham. 

The hourly service between Mar¬ 
gate and St Pancras, via Canterbury 
West, will not be part of the extended 
loop, but because of the demand for 
the service it will now have 12 coach¬ 
es instead of six at peak times. 

And instead of the trains from 
Canterbury and Dover joining to¬ 
gether at Ashford, at peak times they 
will run separately all the way, giving 
Ashford four trains an hour at peak 
times instead of two. 

“I have seen peak-time trains where 
people are finding it quite difficult to 
get seats, which shows how popular 
the service is,” Mr Dean said. 

There will also be a high-speed 
service for Snodland, which will now 
be a stop on the Maidstone West to 
St Pancras line, as well as an extra 
peak-time train from Maidstone East 
to Blackfriars. 

Maidstone and Canterbury will be 
linked by an hourly direct train, with 
the extension of the half-hourly 
London Victoria to Ashford service - 
every other train will run on to Can¬ 
terbury. 

There will also be two direct trains 
from Sheerness to London Victoria in 
the morning, and two back in the 
evening - an extension of the 
Gillingham-Victoria service. 

Dervish Mertcan, from Passenger 
Focus, said: “There are always win¬ 
ners and losers when timetables 
change, but this redevelopment is ab¬ 
solutely necessary. 

“Many passengers will benefit in 
the long term from the improved sta¬ 
tion and increased capacity, which 
should reduce overcrowding.” 
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£6.5bn transformation of London Bridge station will cause 
disruption to thousands of commuters but, as Sarah Linney 
reports, more high-speed services could ease some misery 


FINAL DESTINATION: Work will affect passengers on services to and from Charing Cross and Cannon Street 


continue to go to Charing Cross as 
they do now - and in peak times those 
trains don’t tend to stop at London 
Bridge anyway. In Tonbridge, Seven- 
oaks and Tunbridge Wells there will 
be more of an impact. 

“If you are travelling to London 
Bridge to walk to work from there, you 
will need to go to Cannon Street. If you 


k k Many will find 
there isn’t an impact on 
them. We are getting a 
fantastic new station at 
London Bridge, but 
between times we have 
to through this pain f f 


Richard Dean, Southeastern’s 
train services director 


are going to London Bridge to use the 
underground, there will be different 
ways of making your journey.” 

But he was keen to stress the bene¬ 
fits of the redevelopment and accom¬ 
panying timetable changes. 

The plan is not merely to rebuild 
London Bridge but to run far more 


trains from there to Gatwick, Cam¬ 
bridge, King’s Lynn, Peterborough, 
Brighton, the south coast and numer¬ 
ous other destinations. 

“This is about managing a major 
enhancement to the railway net¬ 
work. We are going to get a fantastic 
new station at London Bridge, but 
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TICKETS HERE 
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SENrurs Horn 


GARRET: Peter Oetzmann has an intriguing past career, having lived and worked in Mongolia for three years before returning to Folkestone 


Picture perfect for artist 
with Monaol connection 


Trained in Kent, Folkestone-based 
portrait photographer Peter 
Oetzmanris former hunting ground 
was Mongolia. He tells Diana 
Crampton all about his work. 


P eter Oetzmann has an 
intriguing past career, 
having lived and worked 
in Mongolia for three 
years before returning 
to the UK to settle in Folkestone’s 
Creative Quarter. 

It is here that I interviewed him, 
in an almost archetypical garret at 
the top of the B&B Gallery on 
Tontine Street. 

The first work of Peter’s I saw 
It was mixed media with large 
canvases and photographs, but 
^7 his principal interest lies in 
photography, which he studied 
formally to MA level at KIAD in 
Rochester (now the University for 
the Creative Arts). 

Unsurprisingly, when I asked if 
formal training was necessary 


he was positive about it. 

“I think it helps you understand 
why you do things and it increases 
your knowledge of other work - a 
period of time where you sit down 
and look at images.” 

That education definitely stood 
him in good stead when living in 
Mongolia, where he worked as an 
agency freelance photographer. 

He said: “I had my own 
darkroom and when you get your 
image used by the New York Times 
as its ‘image of the day’ and you 
know it took just a few hours for 
the image to travel, it is quite an 
amazing feeling.” 

Of Mongolia, he said: “Much of 


Continued on page 35 » 


» Features team 
Editor: Dave Mairs 

dave.mairs@archant.co.uk 
Tel: 01303 817022 


Follow us @KOSLeisure or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending July 6,2014 33 














She got her smile back 
got my wife back 


Dental implants over 



less.. 


why pay more? 


A smile is something you shouldn't have to compromise. 

Our dental implants typically cost over 40% less than other implant 
services, so if you've had an expensive quote and would like to 
compare us, call today to arrange a free consultation. 

At the New Tooth Company, we have developed a full range of 
services thanks to experienced clinicians, the very latest technology 
and our state-of-the-art clinic. 

If you've lost confidence in your loose dentures, or live with the 
discomfort of failing teeth, we can help. Our Smile-in-a-Day 
package allows full upper or lower jaw implants in a single day. 

Every day we help restore smiles and give patients a new lease of 
life. Let us do the same for you. 


The New 

Tooth « 

COMPANY 

DENTAL IMPLANT CENTRES 


CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 

Phone: 01622 630700 www.thenewtooth.co 
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the work was culturally interesting, 
while the news was depressing. 
People used my images to illustrate 
other stories.” 

Indeed, at another of Peter’s 
exhibitions I’ve seen, there were 
pictures straight out of the pages of 
the National Geographic: his 
signature art photographic portraits. 

This is Peter’s preferred genre and 
medium. The portraits are always 
taken within the context of a home, 
so they are not conventional full-face 
portraits with dark backdrops, rather 
works that allow the background to 
enhance the story. 

He has succumbed to the 
fascination with film. “It’s tactile. I 

44 There's a great deal 
of trust in going up to a 
stranger and asking if 
you can photograph 
them... 

can’t lose it - but I can still get it 
mixed up and out of order! Making 
the print is what holds 
my attention - that’s what I enjoy.” 

On the commercial possibilities of 
art photography, he said: “You know 
what sells. There are ways you can 
make money out of taking 
photographs, but I do what 
I do because it is what I love: looking 
at something and then taking the 
picture, then the adjustments and 
tinkling. There’s also a slight 
playfulness to photography, which 
people buy into.” 



FRAMED: A classic Peter Oetzmann portrait, top, and in his studio, above 



He cites Dayanita Singh, who 
recently exhibited at the Hayward 
Gallery, as an inspiration in the way 
she charts different aspects of Indian 
culture. 

So do people respond to his love of 
photography? “I hope so. Martine 
Franck, Magnum photographer and 
second wife of Henri Cartier Bresson, 
told me she liked my work - that’ll do 
me for life! ” 

How does Oetzmann start new 
projects? 

“There’s a lot of pondering. I 
have always been a portrait 
photographer, which many find 
hard, others easy. 

“I’m somewhere in the middle. I’m 
not interested in taking pictures of 
people who are not compliant. 

“There’s a great deal of trust in 
going up to a stranger and asking if 
you can photograph them. It’s 


surprising how many people say 
yes.” 

One of his big projects was the 
Picture This exhibition, which took 
place all over the UK. He was 
working in Bolton, where about 80 
per cent of people agreed to be 
photographed. 

“People are so image-conscious, 
but if you ask them if you can take 
their photo, they’re up for it,” he 
said. 

Oetzmann’s advice for art students 
is sage: “When you’re young you 
only have to worry about yourself 
and that’s the time you need to go 
and spend most of your time doing 
something artistic. If you go below 
50 per cent, you’ve had it.” 



This feature is one of the articles 
that can be enjoyed in July’s 
Kent Life, which is out now. 

Or you can subscribe online 

@ subscriptionsave.co.uk or 
www. buy mag. co. uk/KE 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

BH 01634 232048 d 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 

We also supply Gel Burners for indoor 
and outdoor use 




Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


i 

4 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 

0845 2221 909 
for a FREE, no obligation chat 
about your claim 




VtoLn brMi apii 

www.girlirigspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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ckets to Leeds 


Castle classical concer 


Overnight accommodation at Leeds Castle, seated tickets 
and a delicious picnic hamper are all up for grabs 



T HIS month sees the return 
of the sensational Open 
Air Classical Concert at 
Leeds Castle - and we 
have teamed up with the 
organisers to give Kent on Sunday 
readers the opportunity of winning 
an exclusive VIP package. 

This will include: 

• Two seated tickets 
• Overnight accommodation in a 
twin or double-bedded room in 
the Stable Courtyard at Leeds 
Castle, with full English breakfast 
• A delicious Carluccio’s hamper 
for two 

This year’s inspiring outdoor 
programme is hosted by BBC 
presenter Chris Hollins and offers a 
fantastic line-up of performances. 

The concert features The Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted 
by John Rigby and also includes the 
Military Wives Choir, the Patriot 
Girls, international operatic tenor 
James Edwards, soprano Hye-Youn 
Lee and a local guest performance 
from the P&O Ferries Choir. 

A number of First and Second 
World War songs will feature in the 
show to recognise the significance of 
2014 as the centenary of the Great 
War, the 75th anniversary of the 
start of the Second World War and 
the 70th anniversary of D-Day. 

Aside from the ‘stars’ on the stage, 
in the skies above will be a Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight show 
involving a Spitfire and Hurricane. 
Other highlights include a military 


band, field guns and a stunning 
fireworks display ending the concert 
in a glorious colourful finale. 

Making this prize a VIP exclusive, 
Leeds Castle is offering an overnight 
package where you will stay in the 
delightful Stable Courtyard bedroom, 
meaning you can enjoy the concert 
and thoroughly relax afterwards. 

Set in 500 acres of beautiful 
parkland, Leeds Castle 


accommodation offers comfort and 
luxury, under an hour from London. 

Completing your VIP treatment so 
you can make the most of your time 
in the grounds of Leeds Castle ahead 
of the concert, Carluccio’s is 
providing a pre-ordered picnic 
hamper for two worth £45. 

Classic and vegetarian options are 
available, so the choice is yours. Both 
are packed full of delicious regional 


Italian dishes, freshly made and 
presented in a sleek, reusable cool bag... 
all you need to do is bring the wine. 

For your chance to win this 
fabulous VIP package, just answer 
this simple question: 

In how many acres is Leeds 
Castle set?: 

a) 200 b) 300 c) 500 

To enter, text KOS followed by 


CONCERT and your answer, then 
your first name, surname address 
and postcode to 80058, eg KOS 
CONCERT C JOHN SMITH 2 THE 
STREET, TOWN, DV2 2GT. Texts cost 
50 pence plus your standard network 
rate. Winners will be selected from 
all correct entries. The promoter’s 
decision is final. 

Usual terms and conditions apply. 
Note that this is an an accessible 
twin or double-bedded room; the 
bedroom is the same style and 
standard as all the Stable Courtyard 
rooms, but the bathroom has a 
walk-in shower and grip-rails to 
make it accessible. 

Please note if you should enter 
after the closing deadline of July 9, 
2014, your entry will not be valid but 
you still may be charged. 

SMS services are provided by BBA 
Digital Helpline (telephone 0844 
3572403). Alternatively, enter by 
post to Leeds Castle Competition, 
Archant KOS Media, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 

The Open Air Classical Concert is 
on Saturday, July 12, 2014. Tickets 
are checked in from 3pm, with the 
concert site open at 4pm; the concert 
finishes at 10.30pm. 

Leeds Castle is just off Junction 8 of 
the M20, Maidstone ME17 1PL. 

Tickets are priced at £39 (picnic 
style) and £49 (seated). Parking is 
free from 2pm. 

For more information and to buy 
tickets, visit www.heritage-events. 
co.uk or phone 0845 6526262. 



Free Valuation 
No Obligation - Call Now 

020 8622 5013 


To advertise 
here call 

01233 

653461 


r ^\\e Loca/ IS) 

Handyman 


Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 


No job to small ~ References Available 


Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 






No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



BOOK NOW 


\Call Clive: 07765 663322/ 


93loomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate , candlelit , romantic 
AS SEEN 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 0EF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


based in Sittingboume 

01795 483314 / 07980 573224 

jimporter69@hotmail.co.uk 


ilium JLJpynative Karting*- 


www7buckmore4kids.co;uk 


J.P. AUTOS 


• Brakes 

• Exhausts 

• Batteries 


Service Book 
Stamped 

35 Yrs Exp. 


MOBILE MECHANIC 

CAR SERVICING / SMALL VANS 
MOT’S, GENERAL REPAIRS ETC... 


PHIL MCINTYRE ENTERTAINMENTS & MICHAEL GRANDAGE COMPANY PRESENT 

DAWN FRENCH 


★ ★★★★ 

‘Genuinely 

enlightening’ 


★★★★ 

‘searing 

emotional 

honesty’ 


‘....Dawn 
French just 
gets better 
and better, 

The critics 
are raving 
about 30 million 
minutes’ 



★★★★ 

‘a life 
affirming 
phenomenon’ 


★★★★ 

‘Hilarious’ 


‘French is a 
winning 
performer’ 

DAILY MAIL 


‘buy a ticket’ 


DIRECTED BY MICHAEL GRANDAGE 


WED 30 JULY - SAT 2 AUGUST 2014 AT 7.30PM 

DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 

TICKET OFFICE BOOK ONLINE 

01322 220000 ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 
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Festival ready 
to cater for its 
musical youths 


L OUNGE On The Farm is 

placing a special emphasis 
on youth and the family 
this year. 

The team behind east 
Kent’s biggest music festival has been 
busy working on a series of projects 
in the lead-up to the event, with 
workshops, guest speakers and a 
competition to perform at this year’s 
event all lined up for the county’s 
young people. 

The festival’s first Youth Slam 
comes in the wake of sets from top 
artists from the spoken-word scene 
including Kate Tempest and Disraeli 
and a diversity of open-mic slots and 
poetry slams. 

Teaming up with the Arts 
Council-supported Spoke ‘n’ Word, 
LOTF is sending multi-talented Joelle 
Taylor into schools and colleges to 
encourage talented youths. 

Eighteen young people from the 
district have already enjoyed three 
days of coaching in writing and 
performing in preparation for the 
Youth Poetry Slam at LOTF on 


Saturday, August 2. 

There are two workshops 
remaining, with places available at: 

• Arts31 at Gulbenkian - open to 
all aged 14-21, on Sunday, July 
20 . 

• Canterbury Academy - open to 
students only, on Monday, July 21. 

If you’re more interested in 
behind-the-scenes work, meanwhile, 
Spoke ‘n’ Word has an alternative. 

You can join workshops hosted 
by Emrys Plant, Margate poet, 
designer and visual artist, and 
LOTF’s own Lucy Platel to get 
involved in the design, build and 
promotion of a festival stage. 

All participants’ work will be 
incorporated in the festival decor, 
with the bonus of work experience 
during the event. 

There are two workshops, again 
with places still available, at: 

• Canterbury Christ Church - 
open to all aged 14-21, on Friday 
and Saturday, July 25-26. 

There is plenty to keep under-12s 
occupied as well, with Canterbury- 



based Wild Things giving a 
performance and leading a Little 
Lounge procession at the festival. 

Wild Things were created by 
children’s yoga teacher Sharia Attala 
and music teacher Jo Davis. 

Working with children from 
St Stephen’s Junior School, they are 
creating a fusion of art, song, djembe 
drumming and yoga, celebrating 
self-discovery and ‘togetherness’. 

Any junior children from 
St Stephen’s and Blean Primary who 



are going to the festival can attend 
two free after-school workshops on 
Monday, July 14, and Monday, July 
21, at St Stephen’s, with a chance to 
perform with Wild Things at the 
event itself. 

The adventures continue with Ben 
and Holly. 

Ben Elf and Princess Holly will be 
bringing the magic from their Little 
Kingdom to the festival, with guest 
appearances throughout the day. 

If you want to relive family 


camping of the past, the Little Lounge 
Redcoats will be on hand with some 
fun and summertime games for 
under-lOs and their grown-ups. 

They have all kinds of mayhem 
planned, including silly sports and 
crazy contests with a retro holiday 
theme. They will also be hosting a 
pamper night and a PJ party. 

Speaking of mayhem - the world’s 
No 1 hairless magician El Baldiniho 
will be performing. He’ll be showing 
off his set of silly tricks and monkey 
magic for all the Little Loungers. 
There will be bananas! 

Bezerkaz Circus offers workshop 
activities for all the family as well as 
an amazing gigantic bubble, while 
Kent-based Little Delights will be 
hosting a drama workshop with a 
twist. This will include games, 
dressing up and improvisation. Could 
the Little Loungers of today be The 
Playhouse performers of tomorrow? 

The Where’s Wally competition 
went down a storm two years ago 
- and so it’s been brought back! 

Who will be the first to find Wally? 

For the under-fives, Canterbury 
Day Nursery will provide arts, crafts, 
sandpit, water fun and a toy-box 
filled to the brim with enough to 
occupy the busiest and brightest of 
toddlers. There will also be singing 
and stories from the Little Lounge 
mascot Penny Pigtales. 

Mums and dads with babies, 
meanwhile, can enjoy a comfortable 
lounge area. 

Finally, don’t forget that under-12s 
get in to the festival for free. 

To book places on the workshops, 
email lucy@loungeonthefarm.co.uk 
by Saturday, July 12. For more on the 
festival, visit www.loungeonthefarm. 
co.uk. 


GREAT VIBE: This year’s LOTF has something to entertain all age groups 



(Celebrate 



^ ($af, ■ 

NOW OPEN ~ 

Whatever your event we can cater for you in our newly refurbished function room, 

Please call to enquire about our package prices 

Please vote for us for Pub of the Year and Restaurant \ 
of the year in the Kent Life. Food and Drink awards 

JUbicwti V Jj JJ 

Circa 1364 

Cmllarn lane, Hemhill, Kent, ME13 9JR 

01227 751207 
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After her father s heart attack, Indian 
chef Dipna Anand decided to create 
healthy alternatives to her country’s 
many popular dishes 


SAUCE CODE: Dipna 
Anand has conjured 
up some great dishes 


F OR many of us, Indian 
food conjures up 
images of a naughty 
but nice takeaway 
with all the trimmings, 
or a quick and calorific 
curry ready meal. 

But chef Dipna Anand is 
determined to prove there are 
healthy ways to enjoy all your 
favourites, from tandoori dishes 
to Bombay potatoes, without 
sacrificing flavour. 

“A lot of people think Indian food 
is oily and greasy, and it can’t be 
made without a lot of butter and 
ghee, but that’s not the case at all,” 
said the 30-year-old, whose family 
has run the award-winning 
Brilliant Restaurant in Southall, 
west London, since the 70s. 

“You can still make, for 
example, a fantastic chicken 
tikka masala without using 
the butter and oils and fats. 

As long as you balance the 
spices, that’s what gives the 
dish its flavour and taste.” 

Anand was inspired to research 
low-fat Indian cuisine as a 
schoolgirl when her father, Gulu, 
had a wake-up call after suffering a 
heart attack. 

“He was eating a lot of oily, 
greasy food, so I wanted to do 
something aimed at people who 
were controlling their weight but 
still loved Indian food,” she said. 

After landing top marks for an 
A-level project on the subject, the 
low-fat options were added to the 
Brilliant menu and, says Anand, 
“they took off”. 

She has now written her first 
cookbook, Beyond Brilliant, which 
features healthy dishes among its 
more than 40 recipes. 

“Some of the recipes in the book 
date back 65 years - they were 
passed from my grandfather to my 
dad and now passed on to me,” said 
Anand, whose favourite inclusion 
is the tandoori lamb chops. 

The Brilliant restaurant has 
welcomed its fair share of famous 
faces over the years, from the 
Prince of Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall to Sir Cliff Richard. 

TV chef Gordon Ramsay also 
featured the eatery in his 2010 
series Ramsay’s Best Restaurant 
and spent a day learning how to 
cook on the clay oven. 

“It’s not the easiest station to 


work on in the kitchen 
- he left here with 
blisters on his arms but 
still did a fantastic job 
and grafted,” said 
Anand, who insists 
the notoriously fiery 
chef wasn’t at all scary. 

“He’s passionate and 
very funny as well. He 
was swearing at times, 
but when it came to 
work he was getting the 
orders out.” 

When she isn’t working in 
the restaurant or running cookery 
courses, Anand plays cricket and 
indulges her other passion: 
shopping. 

“I’m a compulsive shopaholic,” 
she said. “I love shoes, handbags, 
shirts, earrings, bangles, 
jewellery... everything.” 

Anand’s family is at the heart of 
what she does and there are 
photographs of them throughout 
her book. 

“For the last 10 years my dad’s 
been saying ‘Dipna, you should 
write a book’,” she said. 

“There were tears in his eyes at 
the book launch - his dream was 
accomplished. Just to see that smile 
on his face - there can be nothing 
more rewarding than that.” 
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Head south for 
the best Indian 
this side of the 
subcontinent 

The Riz Restaurant 

Location: Cliftonville, Margate 


By David Mairs 


HE news was broken to 
me by the taxi-driver as 
he ferried me into 
Margate. There was, he 
said, a new south Indian 
and Sri Lankan restaurant 
in town. Indeed, so keen was he to 
expound on an announcement that 
had clearly made my face light up 
that he diverted our route just a 
touch to show me where it was. 

And there was no denying it - The 
Riz Restaurant in Northdown Road, 
Cliftonville, indeed proclaimed a 
culinary heritage that has few rivals 
across the world. 

I’m fortunate enough to have 


visited Sri Lanka twice so have been 
familiar with its food for some time, 
but the only British restaurant 
focusing on its delights and those of 
nearby southern India that I had 
come across was in Ilford. 

It was so good that I once made a 
special visit to Ilford to eat there... 
and no one goes to Ilford if they can 
help it. And they will do so even less 
now -1 discovered on that ill-fated 
visit that the restaurant had closed. 

Before that sorry event, I had tried 
to convince the proprietors to set up 
in Margate, but they deemed the 
town too far from the London-Essex 
suburbs (and let’s rejoice in that!). 




None of that matters now. We have 
The Riz and when people ask me my 
favourite restaurant in Thanet I 
invariably name this wonderful 
establishment first. In short, it 
matched - and more - my hopes for 
what it would be. 

The gentle smell of the place that 
seduces you from the moment you 
walk through the door, the perfectly- 
presented layout of the tables, the 
immaculate standards of cleanliness, 
the greeting from the charming, 
urbane general manager Paul 
Singh... if you hadn’t heard how 
blessed east Kent is in having this 
place, I’m telling you now. It is a gem. 

Something else you must 
appreciate is that south Indian food 


differs markedly from what you 
might be used to in our more 
‘traditional’ curry houses. That’s 
part of the story here - this is not a 
curry house. 

If this place was to satisfy my 
fevered expectations, it would have 
to set out its stall with a good dosa, a 
stuffed rice-pancake generally served 
as a starter. 

Mini masala dosa it was, then, and 
the filling of mashed potato with 
mustard seeds and curry leaves 
might just possibly have found its 
way to Northdown Road from 
paradise. I’m getting carried away... 

My main course was Karaikudi 
mutton curry with vegetable fried 
rice. Or, to put it another way, an 


explosion of taste... in every sense. 

My companion elected to start 
with Malabar king prawns (chef’s 
secret recipe) and Hyderabad chicken 
korma - very different, and surely 
better, than any other korma you 
will have tasted before. 

We finished with mango kulfi (ice 
cream) and wattalaapam, a Sri 
Lankan dessert featuring palm 
sugar, coconut milk and cinnamon. 
All delightful, all eaten to the very 
last grain. 

I have eulogised too much. I don’t 
care... this place is special. 

■ The Riz Restaurant 

49 Northdown Road, Cliftonville 
CT9 2RN (phone 01843 293698, 
website www.rizrestaurant.com) 




Perrys 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 



Why the Team at Perrys 

Love Local Produce 

If proof were needed that accountants don’t spend their every waking moment balancing budgets and tackling 
tax issues, then look no further than Perrys Chartered Accountants, sponsors of the Best Food Producer Category 
in the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food and Drink Awards. 

Steve Hale, Director at Perrys Orpington Branch, has been given the enviable task of joining Sarah Sturt, Editor of Kent 
Life to judge the category of Chef of the Year, and explains: “We were delighted when we were approached by Kent Life to 
sponsor this incredibly worthwhile local initiative. Kent has such a rich pedigree in producing the very best food and drink 
-« and using this to create mouth-watering dishes. Indeed, some of our clients are renowned champions and producers of 
local food and drink.” 

However, Perrys connection with food and drink does not end with sponsorship of the Best Food Producer, as Steve goes 
on to outline: “Our involvement with this event got us thinking about how we could use the local food and drink theme to 
raise funds for our nominated charity, the Kent Cancer Trust, and at the same time provide a new and different networking 
forum for local businesses. After much discussion we developed a business networking initiative aptly named The Great 
Local Grub Club. The idea behind it is simple enough. Three times a year we will organise a lunchtime networking event at — ~ 

a lovely local restaurant or pub in Kent, one that’s built a good reputation for serving delicious dishes using locally sourced 

ingredients. At each one of these meetings we’ll invite a renowned guest speaker to inspire an audience of small to medium sized local businesses. 
Because there will be no charge to attend the launch event of The Great Local Grub Club in September, we will encourage each attendee to make a 
donation of £5 or more to the Kent Cancer Trust. We have some exciting things planned to make the launch event one to remember, including a very 
special guest speaker and of course a delicious free lunch.” 

The team at Perrys have become renowned for raising money for local charities. In 2013 they raised £14,000 for another Kent based charity, The 
Pickering Cancer Drop-in Centre. It’s a figure they’re keen to match this year for the Kent Cancer Trust. 

If you would like to find out more about The Great Local Grub Club and are interested in attending the first event on Wednesday 24th September 
(venue to be advised) please contact Abi Aitken on: 01689 823 175 or by email: aitken@perry-company.co.uk. 



You can also find out more about Perrys Chartered Accountants and the full range of tax planning and accountancy services they provide by 
contacting Emma Palmer on: 01892 543 900 or by email: palmer@perry-company.co.uk. A complimentary introductory meeting is also available to 
any local businesses interested in learning more about what Perrys can offer. This meeting can take place at either the business premises or at any of 
the 7 Perrys branches. Visit www.perry-company.co.uk for details of their services and branches. 
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Crockham Lane, 
Hernhill, Kent, 
ME13 9JR 


Discover our new CHAMPAGNE BAR 


Don't miss our 

STEAK NIGHT 

Two for £26.95 
INCLUDING WINE 

Book in advance to avoid disappointment 



Please vote for us for Pub of the Year p Qr more j n f 0 & to book please call 

and Restaurant oj the Year in the , 

Kent Life Food and Drink Awards 01227 Z51 207 | WWW.tn6r6dlion.OrCJ 



o modern 

inspired culinary delights 
fresh & season a I 

lunch or dinner 

coffee cocktail creations 


ON THE GREEN 





Restaurant 
Accomodation 
Functions & Tours 
Award Winning 


h.', .ik' ‘ 


The Woolpack Inn The Street, Chilham, Nr. Canterbury, Kent, CT4 8DL 
wooIpackinnchiIham@btconnect.com | www.wooIpackinnchiIham.co.uk 
Tel: 01227 730351 Fax: 01227 731053 





27th July 2014 

Starts lpm Live Music from 3pm 

• Face painting • Candy Floss • Bouncy Castle 
• Come & meet the animals • Balloon release • BBQ 
179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7PP 

01634 400800 www.waggonathale.com 


Under new management 



Anchor C5 Hopc 


Country Pub &■ fU'^Lnunmt 


call to ask about our new 


CtH in August 
Anchor & Hope, South Ash Road, Ash, Kent TNI5 7ER 
01474 872382 www.anchorandhope-ash.com 

Bar Opening Hours -11.00 - 23.00 Mon-Sat, 11.00 - 22.00 Sun 
Restaurant Opening Hours - 12.00 - 21.00 Mon-Sat, 12.00 -18.00 Sun 


Tim 

Three Tuns 

•))-§( (o 


Open from 12pm daily for 
locally produced fine food and 
local Kentish Ales. 

Kentish Beer & Cider Festival 
23rd, 24th, 25th August 


FREE HOUSE 



The Street, Lower Halstow 
Sittingbourne, Kent. 

ME9 7DY 
01795 842840 

www. thethreetunsrestaurant. co. uk 
info@jthethreetunsrestaurant. co. uk 



Folkestone 

Creative Quarter 


46 Tontine Street 

Design cafe/bar with specialist wine 


43 Tontine Street 

Folkestone's only 


2-4 South Street 

Mix of Mediterrar 


13 

41 The Old High J 


■■■<: viu ■ ligh Street 

Traditional tapas bar, cafe, pinchos y vinos 


35 The Old High Street 

Not just your ordinary French cafe 


MSB 


High Street 

Cask ale, gravity poured 


46 The Old High Street 

A place for caffeine connoisseurs 


Creative 

Foundation 


Eat and Drink in the 
Creative Quarter! 
Feasts for all 


Manifest 



(Est 1984) 

Tandoori Restaurant 



FULLY LICENSED AND AIR CONDITIONED - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 


30th ANNIVERSARY YEAR - TOP TRIBUTE ACTS EVERY MONTH 



FREE CABARET 
FOR DINERS 


(Usual Top Quality Menu) 
Large car park at rear 


TUESDAY 5TH AUGUST 

OUR POPULAR SINGING STAR RETURNS! 

THE UK’s DEFINITIVE 
Sir TOM JONES TRIBUTE 

Martin Jarvis 

Featuring TOM JONES major Chart Hits 

Party to It's Not Unusual, Delilah, Kiss,What's New Pussycat, 
She's A Lady, On Broadway, Green Green Grass of Home, 
Leave Your Hat On, and many more... 


169-171 STATION ROAD, SIDCUP, KENT DAI 5 7AA 

020 8300 0777 • 020 8300 2527 
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Eating (ft)ut Guide 


love that comes with all the right ingredients 



Labour of 

A REFRESHING addition to the 
county’s dining scene, Saltwood on 
the Green is all about high-quality 
cooking where the food really is the 
star. 

Beautifully-presented dishes such 
as herb gnocchi with summer 
vegetables and hake with surf clams, 
peas and radish are delighting 
customers and bringing them back 
again and again. 

For chef and owner Jeff Kipp this 
venture is a labour of love, taking a 
site in the centre of Saltwood (the 
village’s general store when it was 
built in 1900) and stripping it back 
to restore and reveal its original 
character. 

Using carefully-chosen, 
sensitively-styled decor, he created 
an intimate, welcoming space, 
perfect for relaxing over a coffee or 
being daring at dinner. 



Kipp comes with a provenance that 
is as impressive as the ingredients he 
uses: early spells with world-famous 
chefs such as Charlie Trotter in 
Chicago and Gordon Ramsay in 
Chelsea, not to mention his role as 
executive chef behind the success 
stories of SushiSamba and Duck and 


Waffle in London, have all led to this 
opportunity. 

Born and bred in the US, he is 
determined to put a lifetime’s 
experience of tastes, techniques and 
flavour combinations to delicious use. 

No restaurant experience is 
complete without a great drinks list 


to dip into, so Kipp has brought on 
board Dan Redman-Hubley and 
Richard Turner, star names of the 
London and international bar scene, 
who are responsible for creating a 
range of alluring cocktail creations; 
from super classics such as the Mojito 
and Earl Grey Sour to Saltwood’s 


own creations - a Cider & Black or 
Saltwood Spritz, anyone? 

And when it comes to wines and 
beers, in keeping with the 
philosophy of impeccable but 
imaginative sourcing, the team has 
sidestepped the usual suspects in 
favour of a well-chosen and fairly- 
priced menu that includes beers from 
local craft and microbreweries and 
some of the more interesting reds 
and whites from Europe as well as 
the rest of the world. 

Saltwood on the Green ticks all 
the boxes for inspired food, relaxed 
setting and exciting drinks, service 
and ambience. 

Much credit for this must go to 
the third member of the SotG team, 
Gianpaolo Gori, who brings a 
wealth of restaurant management 
experience and bags of Italian charm 
to front-of-house operations. 


Glowing reviews for 
countryside retreat 

WITH 14 letting rooms, the family-run 
Woolpack Inn combines great 
hospitality and a fantastic location 
to make a trip to remember. 

With vast oak beams, inglenook 
fireplaces and a history of landlords 
dating back to the 15th century, the 
inn has always provided a warm 
welcome. 

The award-winning inn serves a 
home-cooked menu using locally- 
sourced ingredients. Simple, honest 
food is the order of the day. 

Due to its popularity, booking is 
recommended. 

Glowing reviews on Trip Advisor 
included... 

“Possibly the best mushrooms we 
have ever had - absolutely amazing, 
and the garlic ciabatta was perfection. 
Followed by home-made fishcakes 
which were cooked perfectly, it was 
some of the best food we have had. 
We eat out a lot and this food will 
take some beating.” 

“Once again had a great meal at 
the Woolpack Inn at Chilham. Went 
with a group for Sunday lunch after a 
lovely walk in the Kent countryside 
with the dogs. We would all really 
recommend this as a family-friendly 
place to enjoy beautiful surroundings 
and great atmosphere.” 

Located in the village of Chilham 
on the junction of the A252 and A28 
between Ashford and Canterbury, 
The Woolpack Inn is definitely a 
rural gem not to be missed. 



TRADITIONAL: The Woolpack Inn 


BANK ON THIS: The Three Tuns, situated on the Medway estuary, offers fine dining or more traditional pub food 

Tuns of history combine to make 
this an experience not to be missed 


T UCKED away in the village 
of Lower Halstow, on the 
banks of Medway estuary, 
is the warm welcome of 
The Three Tuns public 
house and restaurant. 

Built in 1468, The Three Tuns 
has had an ale licence since 1764. 
Inside you will find open fires and a 
traditional-style pub, plus a separate 
dining area serving fine restaurant 
food with an ever-changing seasonal 
menu that uses local produce. 


Whether you are looking for a fine 
dining experience or quality pub food, 
you will be sure to find what you 
want at The Three Tuns. Its high 
standards saw it awarded a place in 
the Good Beer Guide in 2012, 2013 
and 2014, while it was a finalist at the 
Kent on Sunday and Kent Life Food 
and Drink Awards in 2013. 

Aside from the great cuisine, you 
will always find four local ales on 
tap to enjoy from a variety of the 
county’s microbreweries, along with 


a selection of local ciders. 

A large beer garden provides a 
relaxing streamside decking area 
and plenty of seating. This is also the 
venue for many events, including 
farmers’ markets and a summer 
Kentish Beer & Cider Festival. 

This is a great meeting place for 
friends and family or the perfect 
place to start or end any walk. Take 
a few steps from the Saxon Shore 
Way and pop-in to enjoy a cream tea 
or a refreshing pint. 



Anchor & Hope 

South Ash Road, Ash TN15 7ER 
Telephone: 01474 872382 
Website: anchorandhope-ash.com 
Starter: Smoked duck salad - 
slices of smoked duck served on 
mixed leaves with walnuts and a 
raspberry coulis. 

Main: King prawn linguine - king 
prawns cooked with sun-dried 
tomatoes, red chillies and white 
wine, topped with wild rocket. 
Dessert: Home-made vanilla 
cheesecake served with a 
strawberry coulis with either 
Kent vanilla ice cream or a pot of 
fresh cream. 

The Red Lion 

Church Hill, Hernhill, Faversham 
ME139JR 

Telephone: 01227751207 
Website: theredlion.org 
Starter: Pork belly bites. 
Main: Hickory home-smoked 
brisket with a bourbon peppercorn 
sauce, served with wedges and salad. 
Dessert: Strawberries and cream. 

Waggon at Hale 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham 
ME57PP 

Telephone: 01634 400800 
Website: waggonathale.com 
Starter: Duck and orange pate 
served with toasted baguette and 
Bramley apple and cider chutney. 
Main: Waggon Ultimate Burger - a 
handmade 1/2lb beefburger on a 
Kentish huffkin, bucket of gourmet 
chips and home-made coleslaw. 
Dessert: Cookie dough and ice 
cream served warm, drizzled in 
chocolate sauce. 

Jalsha Tandoori 

169-171 Station Road, Sidcup 
DA157AA 

Telephone: 0208 3000777 
Website: www.waggonathale.com 
Starter: Hot margh chat mossala. 
Main: Nargis chicken. 
Dessert: Fantanstica - crisp 
chocolate base layered with dairy 
vanilla and caramel ice cream. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



NTW 


Week ending July 6,2014 41 





































0 

0 



your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Our truckers see 
signs as challenge 

I DRIVE a bus between Tonbridge 
and Paddock Wood, through Tudeley 
and Five Oak Green, and often 
squeeze past large lorries. 

Some months ago the council 
erected blue signs at Somerhill 
roundabout and the A228 junction 
stating that the B2017 is ‘Unsuitable 
for HGVs’ with a pictogram of a lorry 
with a red diagonal line through it. 

This has resulted in a reduction in 
lorry movements through Five Oak 
Green of about 1 per cent. 

The occasional foreign lorry- 
driver, who can’t read the words but 
understands the lorry symbol, turns 
back and finds another route. 

UK drivers just ignore the sign and 
carry on as normal. Indeed, if you 
look on lorry-drivers’ online forums, 
they regard such signs as ‘a challenge’. 
The centre of Five Oak Green in 
particular is not suitable for lorries. 

Can I ask what the council’s 
intention was in erecting these daft 
signs as they are meaningless 
without an accompanying weight or 
width restriction? It looks like another 
example of KCC wasting our money. 

Jeff Tucker, Snodland 

Take action on 
parking fee hike 

WITH inflation-busting increases in 
hospital parking charges for staff and 
visitors alike, it seems this ‘tax on 
the sick’ is being spent on paying a 
NHS trust manager £200,000 for 
working two to three days a week. 

MP Tracey Couch said it was 
“obscene” and many would agree, 
but we can not do anything. She can. 

Terry Hudson, Whitstable 

Fears on shooting 
magpies in garden 

I AM concerned that shooting 
enthusiast John Atkins (KoS letters. 
29.06) may be inadvertently inciting 
some of your readers to commit an 
offence under the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 if they shoot 
magpies in their gardens. 

Mr Atkins states an owner of a 
garden who owns a legally-held 
weapon is entitled to give himself 
permission to shoot ‘harmful’ birds, 
including magpies. 

It is true that under a ‘General 
Licence’ an ‘authorised person’ can 
kill corvids, including magpies, but 
such killing can only be carried out 
for the purpose of a) ‘preventing 
serious damage to agricultural crops 
or livestock’, b) ‘preserving public 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


1 


Build our new houses 
to share ‘stand-pipes' 


YOUR article about water 
shortages in KoS last weekend 
was very interesting. 

With Kent being a dry part of 
the country, some common sense 
is needed in the long term. 

People need clean air to breathe 
and water to drink before they 
need housing, so we can’t go on 
building houses for ever. 

Maybe new houses should be 
built with stand-pipes outside for 
several houses and people can 
then carry in the water they need, 
as happened when I was a child, 
and their main water could be cut 
off when there is a crisis and they 
will use much less. 

There was a scheme in 
Gravesham some years ago to give 
people water butts to save water 
and new houses could be built 
with pipework so that water from 


safety’ or c) ‘conserving wild birds’. 

Shooting birds in a garden is not 
relevant to ‘serious damage to 
agricultural crops or preserving 
public safety’. Indeed there is a risk 
of actually endangering public safety 
by firing firearms in a garden - 
especially if the pellets travel into a 
neighbour’s garden, which would 
legally constitute trespass. 

However, the justification for 
shooting birds in a garden to 
‘conserve wild birds’ can also be 
challenged, based on 40 years of 
scientific investigation by the British 
Trust for Ornithology. 

The BTO confirms songbird 
populations have declined over the 


the shower is diverted to the water 
butt and used for the garden or for 
washing clothes by hand. 

As the north and west tend to 
receive much more water, possibly 
old canals could be reinstated and 
water diverted to the south east? 

Also perhaps farmers could be 
banned from spraying water on 
fields during the middle of the day 
when the sun is out and a lot of it 
is evaporated. It might cost them 
more in overtime payments, but 
that could be offset if the price of 
water increases. 

Fracking should not be 
considered in the south east as it 
could easily poison the water 
supply - then people would not 
move to the area to avoid the 
danger and many of the new 
houses would be empty. 

Jean Coulter, Gravesham 


past few decades because of loss of 
food resources and nesting sites 
through intensification of farming 
and insecticides but that the numbers 
of magpies in an area has had no 
impact on songbirds. 

The RSPB states that shooting 
corvids in a garden for the purpose of 
‘conserving wild birds’ is therefore at 
least arguably ‘illegal’. 

The harsh fact is that lions kill 
baby zebras, badgers kill baby 
rabbits, wolves kill baby deer, and 
golden eagles kill fox cubs. That is 
how nature operates. 

Mr Atkins’s suggestion that 
anyone witnessing such a natural 
act as a predator taking prey in their 


garden should intervene by shooting 
the predator may be explained by his 
life membership of the British 
Association of Shooting and 
Conservation, which encourages 
people to shoot millions of birds for 
‘sport’. 

John Bryant, urban wildlife 
consultant, Tonbridge 

Ann Barnes: does 
cost justify role? 

HOW much does Ann Barnes cost? 
What is her salary, and that of her 
staff? What is the cost of her office 
space? Does she get a travel allow¬ 
ance? What is the cost of whatever 
else she gets? Is she of more use than 
the number of police who could be 
employed for this amount of money? 

Marika Sherwood, Oare 

Be proud of an EU 
that upholds rights 

ROGER Arnold traces the EU ‘back to 
what Germany planned to do with us 
if it won the Second World War’. 

The EU does not seek to eliminate 
Jews, Gypsies or disabled people; 
rather it ensures the rights of all of us 
to live and work in peace. 

We should be proud and grateful to 
belong to an organisation, however 
imperfect, that for so long has helped 
keep previously bitter enemies from 
destroying each other. 

Maurice Billingsley. Canterbury 

Euro debate needs 
careful weighing 

YOU will forgive me if I read with a 
certain horror the letter from Roger 
Arnold on ‘EU takeover is not what 
they died for’ in your June 22 edition. 

I have seen an old issue of Picture 
Post showing UN feeding programmes 
for starving children in Vienna in 
1948, something people today have 
forgotten or never knew. 

The EU has been a huge force for 
good, bringing old foes together and 
spreading wealth across 28 countries, 
and which has - during the past 60 
or so years - created a prosperous 
Europe which buys more than half of 
Britain’s exports. 

Any agenda to leave, whether 
Ukip’s or someone else’s, will 
undoubtedly have a negative effect 
on jobs, especially in an area like 
Thanet which has received large 
amounts of EU aid over the years. 

Let’s have a more balanced and 
less emotional debate, carefully 
weighing the pros and cons of UK 
membership of the EU. 

George Cunningham. Lib Dem 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.’’ This is summed up in the 
strapline ‘Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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images of kent 



Rodmersham 

Church 

by Colin Miles 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 



FREE Survey, FREE Design, FREE Quotations 

01622 619876 ■ 

The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, IT1 Q)e&uin J'tuc&< 

Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB Est 1987 Sty 

WWW.m-b-k.CO.uk jfi PASSIONATE about kitchens & BATHROOM 


PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Call us to make your dreams a reality 

& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER 


Chtedtalr-'td&jrtfn 




Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 


Secret Gardens of Sandwich & Tea at the 
Walpole Hotel 
25th July 2014 
Adult £30.00 

For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 95’ when you book. 


Polhill Garden Centre & 
Mayfield’s Lavender 
28th July 2014 
Adult £30.00 


Bruges 

19th July 2014 
Adult £51.00 


Under the Bearskin - 
The Scarlet & The Gold with Guide 
22nd July 2014 
Adult £44.00 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending July 6,2014 43 


























mydate24 


iiyjjj.iJiJiL-iJi.iiL 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO 
LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT2 TO : 80098 (T&C’S 
BELOW) 

JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as 
well as duvet days, WLTM not 
too serious male for a hopefully 
normal relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412315 § 

MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, 
nice personality, good 
conversationalist, interesting, 
lots of interests WLTM 
likeminded caring, happy male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412169| 

CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings 
fun and frolics. Can accommo¬ 
date and will answer all calls. 
Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box 
No:410127 

CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed 
with OH AC, size 10, green eyes, 
pretty, likes swimming, family 
life, seeking male with similar 
values and interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412053 0 

SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for 
people, seeking loving respectful 
guy who also knows a good 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412049 § 

FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 
PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, 
pretty big blue eyes, looking for 
similar easygoing older male to 
put a spark back into my life, 
enjoy nights in/out and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412327 0 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 405297 
WIDOW 70, lonely, seeking 
gent, 70-75 to bring a bit of 
sparkle back in life, likes theatre, 
cinema. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412475| 

KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-minded 
discreet guy, any age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4123191 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 

Tel No: 0905 002 1956 Box 
No:366019 


bubbly female who loves meals 
out, cosy nights in with a nice wine, 
walking, seeks professional male 
with outgoing GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411509 0 


FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412045| 

SUSIE, married, 

adventurous/dominant lady, 
38yrs, seeks discreet man any 
age/area for no strings fun. Tel: 
0905 002 1945 Box No: 
412285 

MARILYN really nice curvy 
tactile female, loves romantic 
walks, cosy nights in, quality 
times, looking for nice male to 
spend time and fall in love with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411871 0 

SAM, 35yrs, own business, 
sexy, loves dressing up and 
married, seeks discreet man for 
casual meetings. Can travel 
anywhere. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1949 Box No: 408297 
SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, 
excellent cook/home maker, 
seeks cultured male for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412129 0 


LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark haired 
female, loves music, meals out, 
quiet drinks out, seeking caring 
male with GSOH who can make 
me feel special again. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410137 0 
CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to socialise, 
countryside, seeking similar caring 
male for LTR and to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409413 I 
RACHEL 39, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
6ins, bubbly, outgoing, naughty, 
busty, divorced, seeks male for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410835 0 
SUE optimistic divorced lady with 
OHAC, good job, enjoys meals out, 
cinema, countryside, pub lunches, 
looking for likeminded outgoing 
happy male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410467 0 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would 
appreciate an independent 
professional sassy female who 
loves to be wined, dined and 
romanced. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410301 0 
JAN 38yr old attractive lonely 
female looking for uncomplicated , 
fun times only. Status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409107| 


with no ties looking for discreet 35yr old interesting female looking 
adult fun times with tall attractive for good times, call me if are in a 
guy 35-42yrs. GSOH essential. Tel similar situation, board and looking 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: for some fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
410717 0 7112 Box No: 410719 0 

SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779 0 


34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709 0 
FLOR beautiful educated 
European blonde, articulate, 
seeking similar intelligent well- 
mannered mature gent to enjoy 
socialising, conversing and quality 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408293 0 

WOULD you like to bounce into 
spring with me and onwards? 
Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 
in life, looking for someone to enjoy 
them with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411395 0 
MARIE 37yrs slim attractive caring, 
likes meals in/out, cinema, tennis, 
keeping fit/ active, WLTM fun 
loving, reliable man for friendship 
leading to more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411037 0 


LADY 60, size 12, easy going, likes 
animals, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411301 
BUSTY Caribbean lady who loves 
music, dance and singing, looking 
for nice older guy for mutual adult 
no strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410305 0 
RACHAEL 36yr old nurse looking 
to raise the temperature of reliable 
sincere male. I have my OACH, a 
single mum to 1, love gym, cosy 
meals, animals etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411045 0 
SUSAN 29 green eyes, dark hair, 
slim, looking for Mr tall dark and 
handsome to take me out, enjoy 
adult times without complications 
just fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410957 0 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 



DEREK 

seeking 
female, 50-60 
for company, 
friendship and have 
fun together. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411433_ 

PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411127 0 

DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


SUSAN seeking nice male, 

PLACE YOUR AD BY TEXT medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 

1 music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779 0 


SIMPLY TEXT: REG 

followed by your 
fTHTI first NAME, 
80098 DATE of BIRTH, 
9mnd AREA and 

YOUR ADVERT 
(max 155 characters) 
and SEND to 80098 


LINDA 37, green eyes, attractive, 
bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy nights 
in, text chats, seeking tallish fun 
guy for meals out, pubs, clubs and 
spending quality times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411033 0 
64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, outings 
and interesting conversation. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
FREE (Standard Network rates apply) -j 975 


BLONDE pretty, long legged, 
voluptuous, blue eyes, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410585 0 
JULIE attractive outgoing 
female with a very young 
attitude, loves running, living life, 
travel, WLTM someone special 
to make my life complete, hope 
you're out there. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411513 0 
JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, 
nice smile, likes music, travel, 
countryside, animals, employed, 
OHAC, looking for 
companionship with similar 
lonely heart. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411865 0 
SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping 
fit, looking good, socialising, 
going out, being a mum WLTM 
similar fun genuine guy. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411537 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


CAROLINE 39yr old pretty blonde 
looking for handsome caring man 
to put the sparkle back into my life 
and make each other feel special. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411891 0 
33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411887 0 

CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 brown 
eyed blonde, new to this but sick of 
passing up potential soul mate so 
thought I wld give it a go. ACA Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411873 0 

RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft 1 ins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411775 0 
JANET 5ft 8ins, slim 12, pretty, 
green eyes, brown hair, seeking 
male companion for friendship 
hopefully leading to a relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411689 0 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO 
LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: CHAT2 
TO : 80098 (T&C'S BELOW) 

WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any age/status. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412749 0 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 0 

MALE seeking friendship of mature 
woman, smoker. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412703 
SINGLE young lady, slim-medium 
build, 24-38 sought by mature male 
in Canterbury. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405697 0 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 0 
LOCAL man wishes to meet nice 
lady for fun/friendship with a view 
to possible relationship. Respond if 
interested. Sevenoaks. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4334837 
FRANK 54, 5ft 10ins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 40- 
60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412893 0 

COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412799 0 


CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411725 0 

MALE 71,5ft 10ins, medium build, 
N/S, likes gardening, dogs, seeks 
female, 65-71 for 

friendship/companionship and 
outings. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411587 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 

EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4104410 

JAMES young, free and single, 
please give me a call if interested. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412345 0 

EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263 0 
MALE 49, 5ft 10ins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412223_ 

45YR old male, likes poetry, seeks 
companion for relationship. Herne 
Bay area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411993 0 


DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410899 0 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755 0 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 0 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking 
black lady for possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410511 0 
MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309 0_ 

RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings 
discreet meets for adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411147 0 

WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice 
conversation in the Kent area. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411133 


RETIRED 

male, fit, 
active, 
seeks no 
strings discreet 
meet with female, any 
age and size. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410343 0 
CHRIS widower likes DIY 
gardening, nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for LTR with 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410191 0 
ADVENTUROUS male, mid 50's, 
seeks similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 0 




PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue 
eyes, smart, likes sports, walks, 
films, theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410351 

ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 
seeking fun and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

408421 0 

41YR old male, dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

410411 0 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 0 


•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs < I .SO per message, to STOP test 
Slop to 80098. ServS* e piovuled by JMnJuUK 
Ltd. SW4 7BX Need Hrfp? 0*8 0844 800 1188 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 0 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 0 

MALE seeking female to love 
and be loved back. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408941 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025 0 

DIVORCED male, seeks Oriental 
lady, likes animals, music, will 
take care of you forever. Thanet 
area, willing to travel. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409963 0 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


TALL 

black 

male, 45, likes 
meals out, good 
company, romantic, 

GSOH, light hearted, 
seeks easy-going female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:409621 0 

DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, seeks 
female 40 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408541 
RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks 
slim lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, homely, 
wanting mutual good relationship 
with sexy woman. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407835 0 
ANTHONY 48, athletic, enjoys 
country walks, seeks youthful 
female for friendship/relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407355 0 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Dover. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:409533 0 

FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 
RETIRED male, 66, 6ft 2ins, easy 
going, GSOH, loyal, loves pets, 
meals out, life, seeks lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407317 0 

CHRIS 52, slim, looking for female, 
25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408575 0 


Follow us 

locally 


on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for 
each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not 
give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent 
to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We 
may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 06/07/14 
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Consultation begins on 
£2bn Paramount Park 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


DEVELOPERS behind the multi¬ 
billion-pound Paramount theme 
park are to stage a series of public 
consultations, giving the public the 
first real look at its plans. 

It is claimed the £2bn project on 
the Swanscombe peninsula will cre¬ 
ate 27,000 jobs and it should be open 
by the end of 2019 if all goes to plan. 

With a deal in place to use brand¬ 
ing of big-name movies from the Par¬ 
amount Hollywood studio, it intends 
to become one of Europe’s biggest 
venues, rivalling Disneyland Paris. 

The company behind the project, 
London Resort Company Holdings 
(LRCH), will hold the events this 
month as part of a year-long consul¬ 
tation phase with local communities. 

It has sent some 89,000 letters to 
households and other interested par¬ 
ties throughout north Kent to inform 
them of the consultation events, 
which will take place between 
July 10-12. 

Fenlon Dunphy, on behalf of LRCH, 
said: “We are looking forward to 



PLANS: How theme park will look 

meeting the local community and en¬ 
suring that they are involved in every 
stage of the year-long consultation 
process. 

“We think it is important that we 
consider the most appropriate and ac¬ 
cessible way for people to be involved 
in our proposals for the London Para¬ 
mount Entertainment Resort. 

“We hope that everyone will fully 


embrace the opportunity to take part 
in the first stage of public exhibitions, 
which are specifically designed to es¬ 
tablish the preferred communication 
and consultation methods of the local 
community and interested parties.” 

The plans, which would include an 
events venue capable or rivalling the 
02 Arena in Greenwich, would take 
shape on an 872-acre brownfield site. 

Such is the economic potential of 
the plans to the county, a proposal to 
site a third Thames crossing in 
Swanscombe was ruled out for fear it 
would scupper the park plans. 

Originally unveiled in 2012, devel¬ 
opers have spent the two years since 
seeking to secure the funding. 

The public exhibitions will be held on: 

July 10: 2pm-8pm, Ebbsfleet Acad¬ 
emy (in the sports hall), Southfleet 
Road, Swanscombe. 

July 11: llam-2pm, Eastgate 
(North Kent Community Church), 
141 Springhead Parkway, Gravesend. 

July 11: 4.30pm-8pm, British Le¬ 
gion Greenhithe, London Road, 
Greenhithe 

July 12: noon-5pm, Swanscombe 
Leisure Centre, Craylands Lane, 
Swanscombe. 


Free advice at 
start-up event 

ENTREPRENEURS and 
owners of young businesses 
are being invited to take part 
in a special event taking place 
in Detling later this year. 

Kent 2020 Vision Start-Up 
Live takes place at the Kent 
Event Centre on October 22. 

Keynote speaker will be 
Kevin Byrne, founder of 
Checkatrade.com. Other 
events taking place as part of 
the day include advice on 
social media and marketing, 
legal issues and staff. 

The event is free to attend. 


Commendation 
for family firm 

BUS and coach operator 
Chalkwell has been 
recognised at a national 
awards ceremony. 

The Sittingbourne-based 
firm was presented with a 
‘commended for excellence’ 
certificate in the 'corporate 
social responsibility’ category 
at the Red Ribbon Awards, 
held recently in London. 

They celebrate and 
recognise community-based 
organisations. 



£6.5m tech centre 
at college unveiled 
by energy minister 

By Charlotte Hampshaw 

EAST Kent College’s new Centre for Environmental Tech¬ 
nologies has officially been opened by the energy minister 
Gregory Barker. 

The £6.5m centre, located at the college’s Broadstairs 
campus, is the only one of its kind in Kent. It will provide 
students with the opportunity to gain valuable skills in 
renewable energy, engineering and construction. 

The energy minister said: “This is not only great for 
Thanet but a real investment in our country’s future as a 
world leader in green technology, and a competitor in the 
global race for green jobs and growth.” 

Local employers were among 100 guests to the college’s 
grand opening. 

They were also able to see the Future Building, which 
provides a showcase for a host of practical skills. 

College principal Graham Razey said: “The Future 
Building will enable students to understand how tradi¬ 
tional trades and technologies are being adapted and ad¬ 
vanced. 

“This will provide the best possible opportunity for each 
student’s future employment in a workplace where energy 
efficiency will be of increasing importance. 

“We are extremely proud of our new building and the 
opportunities it offers our students. Our aim is to create 
fulfilling futures for our students, enabling them to access 
jobs in emerging sectors of employment.” 

East Kent College was previously known as Thanet Col¬ 
lege before undergoing a rebrand two years ago. 

It is also taking on the Folkestone and Dover campuses 
of K College as of the start of the next academic year 
following the break-up of the further education organisa¬ 
tion after it ran into financial troubles. 



SERVING INDUSTRY 
THROUGH 
SENSIBLE SAFETY 


“We want to be the best for you” 

H & K Safety Services Offering a wide range of 
Safety, Health, Environmental and Quality Services 
through trained and experienced personnel. Our training 
is designed to promote innovation within the ethics of 
teamwork. Our courses are primarily workshop based 
using a range of techniques to encourage participation 
and self learning. 

CITB licensed training SMSTS, SSSTS and Health 
and Safety Awareness courses for the construction 
industry, plus a variety of in-house courses. 

We also offer a full consultancy range including 
development or assistance with Health and Safety 
policies, risk assessments and method statements, 
COSHH assessments, third party competence 
vetting assistance (e.g. CHAS), Health and Safety 
audits and reviews. 

We offer CDM-C and other associated CDM 
services. We have a pro-active site inspection 
scheme and provide performance data on findings. 

We implement 9001, 14001 and 18001 management 
standards and audit the same. 


SITE INSPECTIONS CONSULTANCY 
| TRAINING CDM | QUALITY | 
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bookings and information w 

ABTAY0291 



Holidays offered by GN Holidays & Voyages, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291-ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk* www.gnvoyages.co.uk 
Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. Close Bank Holiday weekends. 




Escorted Holiday by Rail 


8 days, half board-plus, £899pp 
Departs 20 September, 2014 



Amalfi and its coast is one of Europe's most breathtaking regions 
where cliffs terraced with scented lemon or olive groves plunge 
down into sparkling seas. Your holiday starts with a glass of 
bubbly at St Pancras Champagne Bar. Our journey to Italy is by 
Eurostar to Paris, then overnight sleeper train to Milan, in a 
private 2-berth cabin and fast train to Rome. With an early 
afternoon departure from London, we'll be in central Rome the 
next morning. Excursions will take in Rome, Ravello, Amalfi, 
Positano, Sorrento and the Isle of Capri. We stay at Minori with 
amazing views of the mountains and Mediterranean Sea. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras -1 glass 
of Champagne or alternative non-alcoholic drink 

• Return rail travel from London (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Milan with 2-berth cabin each way 

• Fast train from Milan to Rome 

• Overnight stay in Rome with sight-seeing excursion 

• 6 nights half board hotel stay 

• Visits to Amalfi, Positano & Capri with options to visit 
Ravello, Pompeii and Herculanium - Transfers abroad 


Come with us to incomparable Tuscany - certainly one of 
the most beautiful regions in Italy. There are many things 
to see and lots to do from visiting hilltop villages, to 
enjoying beautiful landscapes and chic coastal resorts. The 
Tuscan seaside town of Forte dei Marmi has been described 
as the region's Beverly Hills and here we enjoy free drinks 
every night at our hotel. We will visit Lucca, Pisa, Florence 
and Portovenere - with access to stunning Cinque Terra. 
There is also the opportunity to visit Portofino. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London St Pancras (from Ebbsfleet 
on request) 

• 1 night hotel B&B in or near Nice & 6 nights in Italy with 6 
buffet breakfasts, 6 dinners & Free Drinks from 6pm to 
10pm every night 

• Excursions & transfers abroad 


4 STAR BRUSSELS' CARPET OF FLOWERS & BRUGES 


ZUNDERT FLOWER PARADE & ANTWERP 


Escorted Holiday by Rail 

rUAMDAftNF 

4 days, £359pp 

Departs 15 August, 2014 

CHECK-IN 


Escorted Holiday by Rail 

FXCURSIONS 

4 days £369pp 

Departs 5 September, 2014 

INCLUDED 



Come with us to see Belgium's Carpet 
of Flowers - set in the unique, ancient 
surroundings of the Grand-Place in 
Brussels. The beauty and diversity of 
the displays is truly magical. Our 
holiday starts with a glass of Bubbly at 
St Pancras famous Champagne bar 
before taking an early afternoon 
Eurostar direct to Brussels. We stay for 3 
nights in a 4-star city-centre hotel and 
also visit the delightful city of Bruges. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 
• Champagne Check-in at London St 
Pancras • Return Eurostar &TGV rail travel 
London St Pancras to Brussels (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) • 3 nights B&B stay 
at a 4-star hotel in Brussels • Excursion 
to Bruges by train • Transfers from 
station to hotel on arrival and 
departure 



Come with us on a charming break 
taking in the spectacular Zundert 
Flower Parade and Antwerp. The 
parade is made up of breathtaking 
displays entirely created by volunteers 
using dahlias - the largest of its kind in 
the world. Many of them are animated, 
giving a truly realistic appearance. The 
town is also renowned as the birth 
place of Vincent Van Gogh. Antwerp, 
Belgium's second biggest city, is our 
base for this break and is a true 
architectural wonder. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Return Eurostar rail travel from 
London St Pancras to Antwerp (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) 

• 3 nights B&B stay at a 3-star hotel in 
Antwerp 

• Excursion to Zundert Flower Parade 
including reserved seating 

• Transfers from station to hotel on 
arrival and departure 


SPECTACULAR CORSICA 


BRAEMAR GATHERING & HIGHLAND STEAM 



Escorted Holiday by Rail 

FYniR^IDN^ 

10 days, half board, £1099pp 

Departs 2 September, 2014 

INCLUDED 


Corsica's landscape can change dramatically 
from glittering bays and fabulous beaches to 
jagged peaks and breathtaking valleys, dense 
forests and enigmatic hilltop villages. We travel to 
Corsica by rail from London St Pancras (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) to Nice where we stay 
overnight. We continue by ferry to Bastia, then to 
our 3-star hotel, overlooking the sea in Calvi. 
Included excursions take in the best of the island. 
We return by ferry to Savona, continuing to Nice 
for an overnight stay, then to London by rail. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout • Return rail travel 
to Nice • 2 nights hotel stay in 
or near Nice (Half Board 
outbound and B&B on return) 

• Return ferry to Corsica 

• 7 nights half board hotel stay 
in Calvi, Corsica • All excursions 

• Transfers abroad 



Escorted Holiday by Rai 


EXCURSIONS 

INCLUDED 


Since 1848 the world-famous Braemar 
Gathering has been regularly attended by 
the reigning Monarch (as the Chieftain of the 
gathering) and members of the Royal Family. 
We will visit the gathering with reserved 
seating. We also tour the Trossachs and cruise 
on Loch Katrine; Ride the Strathspey Steam 
Railway to Aviemore; and visit Queens View 
and Pitlochry. 

Note: Attendance by the Queen and Prince 
Charles not guaranteed 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout from 
London • Return rail travel from 
London to Pitlochry • 5 nights at a 
3-star hotel in Perthshire with 5 
dinners and 5 breakfasts • Loch 
Katrine Cruise • Ride on the 
Strathspey Railway • Entry to 
Braemar Gathering - seated in 
open stand • All transfers & 
touring in Scotland 


BRUGES & VALKENBURG CHRISTMAS MARKETS RIVER CRUISE 


5-STAR RHINE CHRISTMAS MARKETS RIVER CRUISE 



QUOTE: PC11-4-KOS 


Escorted Holiday by Rail 

FREE 

5 days, semi all inclusive from £479pp 1 

Departs 24 November, 2014 !j 

DRINKS 


Join us for a relaxing river cruise taking-in: 
Valkenburg with its unique Christmas Caves; 
beautiful Bruges with its festive atmosphere 
and markets; Hasselt, a charming Belgian town 
with a festive winterland; lovely Ghent; and 
Brussels, the Belgian capital. GN Voyages is 
exclusively chartering the popular mps 
Princess again with great hospitality and 
entertainment on board. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail 
travel from London St Pancras to Brussels (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) • 4 nights full-board on 


the mps Princess sharing an 
upgraded twin-bed outside cabin 
• Beer, wine, choice of 2 Dutch spirits 
& soft drinks served at lunch & 
dinner and from 6pm to midnight at 
the bar • Entertainment - Transfers 
abroad 

Note: Free cabin upgrade is from 
Main Deck Rear grade MR2 to Main 
Deck Midship or Forward grade MD2, 
usually £529pp. 


Escorted Rail or Fly Cruise 

FREE DRINKS 

5 days, all inclusive, from £649pp 
Departs 15 December, 2014 



Experience the Christmas splendours 
and stunning scenery along the Rhine 
on this festive river cruise. The 
Christmas markets in Strasbourg, 
Mainz and Mannheim glitter in 
matchless splendour. The 5-star A- 
ROSA VIVA plays host for your all- 
inclusive cruise offering all modern- 
day comforts combined with lots of 
space for relaxation and recreation 
plus an informal, friendly atmosphere. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad 
• Return rail travel from London St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on request) to 
Cologne OR return flights from Gatwick - 
supp't may apply • 4-night all-inclusive 
cruise on the A-ROSA VIVA sharing an S 
category cabin - upgrades available • All 
meals on board • Choose from more than 
100 beverages at the bar • City tour of 
Strasbourg • Entertainment • Transfers in 
Cologne 
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Note: Price of Cruises and/or Holidays by Air subject to cabin and/or flight availability at time of booking - supplement may apply 
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Nissan X-Trail 


Price: 

£13,420 

Driving appeal (expected) 

: ★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Hyundai Santa Fe 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


Nissan hits X-trail... again 


Having started it all, the Japanese carmaker wants the new X-Trail to seal its 
reputation as the brand for crossovers - and is on its way to achieving this 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby fflOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Uk 
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N OT content with 

inventing the crossover 
segment and then 
cleaning up with its 
big-selling Qashqai, 
Nissan seems to want it all. 

First, the Qashqai was followed by 
its pugnacious baby sister, the Juke, 
and the Japanese marque has now 
given its third-generation X-Trail the 
crossover treatment. 

Instead of the robust looks of its 
two predecessors, the latest X-Trail 
could indeed be an inflated Qashqai 
and this will surely be good news for 
Nissan’s growing sales. 

And with an interior aping the 
quality of other recent Nissans, there 
will be a few premium brands that 
might worry about this slick new 
X-Trail nibbling at their SUV sales. 

However, I rather regret that the old 
X-Trail experience has been reduced; 
while rivals such as the Toyota 
RAV4 and Honda CR-V were dumbed 
down and any credible off-road 
ability excised, the previous X-Trail 
retained some ability to rough it. 

Indeed, the original car (2001-07) 
was launched with an interior that 
could be hosed out in the best 
tradition of proper 4x4s, while the 
second-generation car (2007-14) 
could tackle some pretty tough 
terrain thanks to good clearance and 
underbody protection. 

That is but a dream for its slick 
successor, which will be more at 
home on the road. 

Nissan has also done a 


Other view... 

the Petrolhead 

Never liked the X-Trail: 
not a proper 4x4 but 
ugly anyway. This one is 
better looking, but I hope 
it gains bigger engines. 

She says 

I never liked the look of 
the old car, either, but 
this has some of the 
Qashqai's style about it, 
and seven seats is a 
bonus. 

the Eco-warrior 

I can't really condone it, 
but if you must have a 
big wagon like this there 
are worse for 
economy and 
emissions. 
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GO-GETTER: Now in its third generation, Nissan’s X-Trail has taken on some of the design traits of the popular and best-selling Qasqai and Juke 


NTW 


clever thing: the previous Qashqai 
used to be offered as a standard 
five-seater or as a stretched ‘seven- 
up’ model, but the latter has now 
been dropped. 

Instead, this new X-Trail offers 
five- or seven-seat accommodation 
within the same bodyshell, allowing 
Nissan to dispense with a costly 
third-body option in the form of the 
Qashqai seven-seater. 

In the modern way, the new car is 
also available in front-wheel-drive 
(FWD) or 4x4 formats, the former 
catering for people who want 
high-riding SUV/crossover style with 
economy, too. 

The FWD option keeps prices 
sensible, too: from £22,995 for the 
entry-level five-seat Visia variant - 
£2,600 less than its predecessor. 

Even the predicted best-seller, the 
five-seat 2WD Acenta, costs just 
£24,795-£800 less than before. 

For those wanting 4x4, this 


starts at £26,495, which also looks 
good value against the opposition. 

A premium cabin, plus safety and 
driver aids, are a major feature of the 
new car; even entry-level Visia trim 
is offered with a Smart Vision Pack 
for a modest £495. 

For now, the engine choice is 
limited to a single 130PS (128bhp) 
1.6-litre diesel with so-so C02 
emissions of 129g/km. It delivers 
decent performance - as good as the 
previous two-litre variant, says Nissan 
- and, in FWD manual format, will 
return a potential 57mpg on the 
official combined cycle. 

But it is the newcomer’s crossover 
flexibility that will win most friends. 
Nissan says it was designed from the 
outset to include an optional 
seven-seat format and ensures every 
passenger has a great view out. 

It also has a double load floor 
allowing up to nine configurations, 
notably the creation of upper and 
lower areas with a simple single- 
handed move. 

In its topmost position, the 
floorboard can hold up to 10 
kilograms of luggage, or 75kg in its 
middle position. This solution 
enables the user to store, for 
example, a baby buggy and large 
items below while creating a fully- 
usable upper load surface for 
smaller, lighter items or shopping. 

Access to the luggage area has 
also been made easier with remote 
operation of the power tailgate. 





























16” ‘DIAMOND’ ALLOY WHEEL 


REVERSE PARKING SENSORS 


CRUISE CONTROL 


AUTOMATIC HEADLIGHTS AND 
WINDSCREEN WIPERS 


EASY ELECTRIC AIR CONDITIONING 


LED DAYTIME RUNNING LIGHTS 


DAB DIGITAL RADIO 


BLUETOOTH AUDIO STREAMING 


BLUETOOTH TELEPHONE INTEGRATION 


SMARTPHONE AND iPOD INTEGRATION 


WITH A RANGE OF OPTIONS AND GRAPHICS PACKS WHEN YOU PAY A LITTLE MORE 


Vi 




•JI 


used car 

supermarket 


1313 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 SXi 3dr 




TOP HODEL ONLY 

£9,999 


GO P3RS0NAL 


MAIDSTONE MG 

SUTTON ROAD 
PARKWOOD ESTATE 
MAIDSTONE 
ME15 9YF 
01622 755531 


Fuel Consumption MPG (l/100km) for MG3 range: Urban 37.7 (7.5), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9), Combined 48.7 (5.8), C0 2 Emissions 136 g/km. 


RANGE FROH 

£8,399 ++ 


+Model shown is an MG3 3Style in White On The Tiles with no optional extras at £9,999 OTR. ++ On the road price of £8,399 applies to the MG3 3Time with no optional extras. On the road (OTR) prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 months’ Road Fund Licence. Costs 
exclude optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packages. ’Flexible Warranty - A 3yr/ 60,000 mile warranty is standard on all new MG3 models. Flexible Warranty options are available only at time of vehicle purchase at an additional cost. Packages include the following options: 4yrs or 60,000 miles, 4yrs or 80,000 
miles, 4yrs or 100,000 miles, 5yrs or 60,000 miles, 5yrs or 80,000 miles, 5yrs or 100,000 miles. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Please see MG.CO.UK or ask your local dealer. 


Theres a great 
deal for you 

If you’re looking 
for choice, value 
and quality then 
Barnes Auto 
Store has to be 
on your shopping 
list. With over 
300 used cars from just £1999, the Auto 
Store has a car for everyone. Add great 
savings, affordable finance packages and 
generous part exchange allowances and 
the value becomes simply unbeatable. 
Barnes Auto Store, your local used car 
supermarket - you shop, we price drop. 


BARNES 

AUTO 

STORE 


1313 Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 


SE5dr 


BARNES 


AUTO 

STORE 


FLEXIBLE 

I WARRANTY 

UP TO 5 YEARS* 


f ^0 YoufifflB 


Cash 

Price 

£7,450 


Deposit 

£Nil 


Amount 
of Credit 

£7,450 


Interest 

Charges 

£1,053.40 


Total Amount 
Payable 

£8,503.40 


Borrowing 

Rate 

1.99% 


Representative 

5.4%APR 


V 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate, Maidstone ME15 9YF 

Tel: 08442 475 291 
barnesautostore.co.uk 


Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Please ask for further details. Vehicles are 
shown for illustration purposes only. Further lending available if needed. Terms and conditions 
apply, please Barnes Auto Store for more details. 


ALL-NEW 
ALL-YOU MG3 


TOP HODEL (SHOWN) COHES WITH: 


59 Monthly 
Payments 

£139.24 


GMFV (Optional 
Final Payment 

£288.24 
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SPORTY BUT SO MUCH MORE : Seat’s Ibiza Cupra model is also refined and comfortable as well as being capable of tackling the odd empty, windy road 

Spain's super new Cupra 
does 'everyday car' well 


Understated 
visually, the Cupra 
version of the SEAT 
Ibiza is a true 
everyday runabout 
-with extra fun 
power on tap, says 
Steve Loader 


SEAT IBIZA 
SC CUPRA 

Price: 

Driving appeal: 

£18,770 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Road tax: 

£125/year 

Best rival: Peugeot 208GTi 

Kent dealers 

Barretts of Canterbury 


01227 864444 


Hidsons, Rainham 

01634 235191 
Hollis Motors, Dover 

01304 206710 


HINGS are looking up for 
SEAT. 

The Spanish marque is 
the smallest of the VW 
Group’s four main arms, 
with just half the workforce of Skoda, 
the other ‘minnow’, but it has 
recently launched a range of 
impressive variations on the theme 
of its VW Golf-based Leon medium- 
size model. 

But one of the brand’s existing 
success stories has been the smaller 
Ibiza supermini launched in 2008, a 
car with distinctive good looks plus a 
keen ride and handling, whether in 
five-door, three-door SC or useful ST 
(estate) format. 

And, as ever with SEAT, there are 
potent FR and Cupra versions on 
offer. We’re concentrating on the 
latter here. 

Cupra is SEAT’s GTI badge and 
stands for Cup Racing; it’s no idle 
boast, either. 

This little car will hit 62mph in 
6.9 seconds, courtesy of its 180PS 
(178bhp) turbocharged and 
supercharged direct injection 
1.4-litre engine. 

It’s a potent force and yet that 
power is applied cleanly to the 
road without a bucking 
steering wheel. 

Purists might complain 
that it is, however, only 
available with the 
VW Group’s DSG 
seven-speed auto 
gearbox. 

But that actually 
proves to be a 
blessing rather 
than a curse 
because it adds to 
the rapid impression 
gained that this is an 
everyday sporting 


car: one you can have fun with on 
those rare occasions when road 
conditions allow but also 
comfortable and flexible enough for 
the remaining 90 per cent or so. 

I proved the point with an 
800-mile round trip over just three 
days - don’t ask! 

But the little Cupra was no burden 
at all; the auto dealt with the 
stop-start traffic jams, while the 
manual selection on the stick shift or 
Fl-style steering-wheel paddles 
allowed rapid gear-changes when 
conditions allowed. 

The bonus here also is that there is 
a ‘Sport’ mode, speeding auto 
changes to the seven-speed 
transmission and boosting engine 
power. 

The car is also very refined for 
such a sportster; the suspension is 
firm but not unusually so for such a 
competent-handling car, while 
intrusion from the road and tyres is 
quite low. 

Access to the rear seats is fairly 
good and the cabin is well organised, 

. with sturdy materials used, 

\ though I felt it could use a bit 


more razzamatazz to suit its sporting 
temperament. 

You get Cupra-branded sports 
seating and drilled aluminium 
pedals, but there’s little else to 
upstage rivals like the MINI Cooper S 
or Fiat 500 Abarth, though the 
equally tractable and reserved 
Peugeot 208GTi is probably a fairer 
comparison. 

For a car costing almost 19 grand, 
though, the Ibiza’s exterior could do 
with a little more presence, too, 
though its understatement could be 
an asset in the eyes of some. 

Clues to its feisty abilities include 
piercing bi-xenon headlights, LED 
daytime running lights, gloss-black 
door-mirrors, exclusive Cupra front 
and rear bumpers - with the latter 
housing a chunky trapezoidal 
exhaust pipe - and then there’s the 
smart and tidy 17-inch ‘Barcino’ 
alloys. 

Out on the road, the Cupra can 
toddle along without much need to 
trouble its ‘twin-charger’ engine and 
you might even get close to its official 
combined 47.9mpg - though bear in 
mind that this has to be super 
unleaded petrol. 

However, there seems little point 
in paying extra for a car with such 
potent power on tap and not using 
it - and it’s a 
delight. 

Even a modest blip 
on the throttle will 
induce a bark of 
power and the Cupra 
will take off, but it 
never totally loses 
its cool and will 
handle a winding 
road with ease, 
maintaining a flat 
stance even on hard 
cornering. 
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Motoring news 



A new X-Perience 

THERE seems no limit as yet to 
spin-offs from SEAT’S latest- 
generation Leon model. 

Only ever sold as a five-door 
hatchback in its previous incarnation, 
the VW-owned Spanish marque’s 
midsize contender is already offered 
as a three-door SC coupe hatch and 
ST estate, with the latter now gaining 
a four-wheel-drive country set 
‘all-road’ edition, the SEAT Leon 
X-PERIENCE, available to order 
from September, with delivery near 
year end. 



Estate is due soon 

MERCEDES-BENZ’S next-generation 
C-Class Estate arrives in September, 
just three months after the elegant 
new saloon and at a modest £1,200 
premium - from £28,055. 

Five engines and three trims are 
offered and standard kit includes 
powered tailgate, roof-rails and split 
folding rear-seats. 

Two diesels are the star turn; the 
220 BlueTEC and the 250 BlueTEC 
produce 170bhp and 204bhp and 
108 g/km and 117 g/km of CO 2 
emissions respectively. 



Vivaro flies the flag 

VAUXHALL has launched its all-new 
Vivaro panel van, securing 1,200 
jobs at the UK’s last van¬ 
manufacturing plant and winning 
£185 million investment there. 

Rival Ford shut its Transit factory 
in Southampton last year, but 
VauxhaU’s Luton site continues 
adding to the eight million-plus 
vehicles built there since 1905. 

UK pic also benefits: 40 per cent 
of the Vivaro’s content is from this 
country’s suppliers - 60 per cent 
more than before. 
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CORSA FUN 

FROM £189 A MONTH, £189 DEPOSIT* PLUS INSURANCE OFFER 


LIFETIME 


WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


CORSA EXCITE 

With Morrocana trim, 16" alloy wheels, Bluetooth® 
connectivity, front fog lights, leather-covered steering 
wheel with audio controls. 


CORSA LIMITED EDITION 

With 17" blacktwin-spoke alloy wheels, VXR Styling Pack, 



air conditionina. cruise control. 




APR 

1 YEAR'S INSURANCE* 

CORSA LIMITED EDITION 

CORSA EXCITE 

W |k representative 

18-20 yrs ONLY £99^ 

£199 customer deposit* 

£189 customer deposit* 

#U FLEXIBLE PCP* 

21-75 yrs FREE** 

£199 per month, over 35 months. 

£189 per month, over35 months. 


Go Vauxhall Chislehurst PerryStreet 


Chislehurst 
BR76HB 
0208 2787325 


Station Road 
Edenbridge 
TN86HL 
01732 423928 


Mill Road 
Sevenoaks 
TN13 2UZ 
01732 423954 


m 


www.govauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Corsa Excite and Corsa 
Limited Edition: Urban: 39.2 (7.2) - 64.2 (4.4), Extra-urban: 62.8 (4.5) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined: 51.4 (5.5) - 74.3 (3.8). CO 2 emissions: 129 - 100g/km # . 


*0ffer subject to availability at participating Retailers only. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Offer includes Vauxhall contribution. Customer deposit shown after deduction 
of Vauxhall contribution. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase agreement there are three options: i) Retain the vehicle: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, Corsa Excite £3,638, Corsa Limited Edition £5,035, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: Part Exchange the vehicle, 
where equity is available. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. JFirstyear insurance offer available on Corsa Excite and Limited Edition models only. All drivers 
must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms and Conditions apply. A Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to 
the car: every 3 months, your policy will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for consistently poor driving. Only available through ingenie. **The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only 
available through Vauxhall Insurance. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available on orders or registrations between 2 July and 1 October 2014. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
finance providers, commission maybe received. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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Start your adventure today by calling 0844 858 4108 


X-TRAIL RANGE: URBAN 45.6-50.4MPG (6.2-5.6L/100KM), EXTRA URBAN 58.8-62.8MPG (4.8-4.5L/100KM), COMBINED 53.3-57.6MPG (5.3-4.9L/100KM) CO 2 EMISSIONS 139-129G/KM. THESE FIGURES ARE TENTATIVE PENDING FINAL HOMOLOGATION. 

Model shown is an X-Trail Tekna. Terms and Conditions apply. Nissan Motor GB (Ltd), The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 


NISSAN 


ALL NEW NISSAN X-TRAIL 

ADVENTURE CALLING AT BAILEYS NISSAN FROM 17 JULY. 


BAILEYS CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 

0844 858 4108 I baileys-nissan.co.uk 

Opening hours 9.00-5.30 Monday to Friday, 9.00-5.30 Saturday and 10.00-4.00 Sunday 
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vehicle and at competitive prices 



• SERVICING • REPAIRS * PARTS 



t: 01227 364077 \ e: roger@expressgarage.co.uk \ w: www.expressgarage.co.uk 
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J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 0845 671 4460 EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


To advertise in this section 

©01233 653465 


Career opportunities at MidKent College 


Lecturer in Electrical Installation 


We are looking for an experienced, well-qualified and 
inspirational Lecturer to join our successful Electrotechnical 
team at the College’s newly refurbished Maidstone campus. 

If you are able to deliver high quality teaching across the 
range of our full-time and apprenticeship programmes from 
Level 1 to level 3, are driven to improve the learning and 
career prospects of all learners and enjoy working flexibly 
as part of a team we would be pleased to receive your 
application. 

Candidates must hold qualified teacher status (or be prepared 
to work to achieve this) and have good written and verbal 
communication skills. 


Please contact job.applications@midkent.ac.uk 

for an application pack 
Closes 09/07/14 

Salary £23,239 - £34,063 (depending on qualifications & experience) 


f ~\ 

We Require: Priorlti^ 

x 1 Team Leader Freight 

c.£35K ^ 

x 2 Logistics Co-ordinators 

(4 on 4 off days) 

x 1 Logistics Co-ordinator 

(4 on 4 off nights) both c. £24K 

Priority Freight is a leading provider of global time 
critical logistics solutions to multinational companies 
providing unique solutions to keep industry moving. 

Due to continued year on year growth, we require 
4 dynamic individuals with experience in logistics, 
freight forwarding or road transport to play an 
integral role in providing solutions to challenging 
international transport problems. You will need an 
excellent telephone manner to liaise with clients and 
suppliers throughout the UK/Europe and be able to 
work at a fast pace. A second language would 
be advantageous. 

The Team Leader role requires strong planning and 
organisation abilities, excellent communication skills 
and a hands-on approach in order to lead 
and support a team. 

Please apply via email and send your CV to: 
sarah.brown@priorityfreight.com 
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Swale Academies Trust 

Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue,Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 


Office Assistant 
Required as soon as possible 


25 hours per week, over 5 days, 8.30 am - 1.30pm 
Term time plus three weeks in the school holidays. 

£13,512-£14,526 per annum pro rata, dependent on experience 
(equivalent to £8,254- £8,874 p.a.) 

This successful secondary school is seeking an Office Assistant to join its 
effective and dedicated team of Administration staff. Primary duties will be 
that of Receptionist. 

The successful applicant will be the first point of contact for visitors and 
callers to the school, and will need to demonstrate personal qualities 
such as excellent communication skills and the ability to remain 
polite and professional at all times. Applicants should also have some 
experience of working in a customer service environment or in a busy 
office. 


Other duties will include clerical tasks; therefore a working knowledge of 
Microsoft Office packages is required. 

Recruitment packs including a person specification and job description 
are available from Westlands School or online (www.westlands.org.uk). 

Please note that we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 
Applicants should also include a covering letter detailing how they meet 
the person specification. 

Closing date: Wednesday 9 July 2014. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an 
enhanced CRB check. 



Sriente 


Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA 
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Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 
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Abbey Court School 
“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe 
learning environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and 
achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Temporary Teacher for pupils with severe 
and profound learning difficulties 

September 2014 up to July 2015 
(options available) 

MPS/UPS + SEN 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 
sites; Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further 
Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning 
Difficulties. The school has been judged ‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted 
inspections. 

This post would suit newly qualified teachers, or those wishing to gain 
further experience of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will be 
provided. Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school welcomed 
Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey 
Court School, continuity and consistency of support is paramount and 
therefore candidates for all positions will need to commit to the full 
working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 11th July 2014 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 
338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 

Do you have 2-3 hours 
spare per week for 
rewarding volunteering 
opportunities? 

Home-Start is a charity who recruit and train volunteers to help families with young children. 

Our volunteers, who have parenting experience, support other parents by visiting them in their 
own homes for a couple of hours each week. A great opportunity to gain experience of working 
with families. 

Home-Start offers:- 

• Free Accredited Training 

• Support and Supervision from the Home-Start Team 

• Payment of out of pocket expenses 

Our next Volunteer Preparation Courses will run; 

Canterbury & Coastal (& Faversham) 

Wed 1 st October - Wed 26th November 9.30-2.30, 
with a coffee morning on 10th Sept @ 10.00am 
01227 472050-office@homestartcanterbury.org 

Dover Scheme 

Tues 16th September—Tues 21st Oct 9.30-2.30, 

With a coffee morning on the 8th September @ 10.00 
01304 242314-office@home-startdoverdistrict.org.uk 

Ashford Scheme 

Wed 1st October 2014—Wed 26th November 9.45-2.00 
01233 647209 info@home-start-ashford.org.uk 

If these timings do not suit you, or the course 
has already started, please still apply as there 
will be a rolling programme and we will 
contact you about the next one. 
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PLANNING 


Britelite is 

Window Fitting 
Teams Needed 


Constant work at increased summer rates 
ONLY EXPERIENCED TEAMS REQUIRED 



Jim Madigan 


for an interview 


07724 762877 or 01622 350971 




Windows, Doors & Conservatories 



windows.co.uk 




Be part of our successful team 



winter 


Field Sales Account Manager 

Plus bonus potential 


Media Sales 
Office based Executive 

Plus bonus potential 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Home based 
Field Sales Account Manager and an Office based Media Sales 
Executive in Ashford to support and increase business in our 
publications and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and 
are looking for IT-literate individuals who are task focused with a 
good eye for detail, and a strong proven sales background. 

You must be able to communicate well 
both verbally and in writing. 


If you think you have the talent we require, and you are ambitious, 
target driven and want to be part of our growth plans then we want 

to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 


or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


archant} 
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Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0730/SH+ - 158E High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5JR - 
Change of use and conversion of first floor and loft space, from 
gymnasium into two self-contained flats. 

Y14/0714/SH - 143 Sandgate High Street Sandgate Folkestone 
Kent CT20 3DA - Installation of a rear dormer window following 
removal of the existing and installation of inset full height roof 
window and balcony together with other alterations. 
Y14/0687/SH* - Former St Marys Westbrook School Ravenlea 
Road Folkestone Kent CT20 2JU - Erection of 28 houses 
being details pursuant to outline planning permission reference 
Y10/0680/SH (details relating to scale, landscaping and 
appearance). 

Y14/0723/SH+ - Royal Oak Motel Ashford Road Newingreen 
Kent CT21 4JB - Replacement of render to front (south) elevation. 
Y14/0598/SH - Lambourne Lympne Castle The Street Lympne 
Hythe Kent - Listed building consent for works to facilitate the 
conversion of outbuildings (garages and store) and associated 
courtyard and rear patio to cookery school and bistro, including 
infilling of an existing external opening, creation of a blocked 
opening and installation garage doors reinstated, renovation of 
existing garage doors, installation of windows and doors into 
existing garage door openings, replacement access door to 
the rear patio area and patio screen, new door and flat roof to 
store building (with flue through the roof), installation of external 
lighting system to the courtyard area, resurfacing of the courtyard 
and rear patio, opening up of internal space by the removal of 
blockwork walls, raising of floor levels and resurfacing and 
installation of entrance gates to the courtyard. 

Y14/0597/SH - Lambourne Lympne Castle The Street Lympne 
Hythe Kent - Change of use and conversion of outbuildings 
(garages and store) for use as a cookery school and bistro 
together with two ancillary external patio areas. 

Y14/0738/SH - 61 Bouverie Road West Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2RN - Felling of a Leyland Cypress tree situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y14/0744/SH+ -14 Twiss Avenue Hythe Kent CT21 5NU - Overall 
reduction by one third of an Oak and a Bay tree situated within 
a conservation area. 

Y14/0688/SH - Former St Marys Westbrook School Ravenlea 
Road Folkestone Kent CT20 2JU - Section 73 application 
for variation of conditions 4, 7, 9, 12, 14 and 19 of planning 
permission Y10/0680/SH for the erection of 28 houses in relation 
to Code for Sustainable Homes, Refuse and Recyclables, 
Landscaping Details, Boundary Treatment, Foul and Surface 
Water Disposal and Visibility Splays. 

Y14/0732/SH - Home Farm Cottage Longage Hill Rhodes Minnis 
Canterbury Kent - Erection of a single storey rear extension. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for New Premises Licence 

We 44 Two Medway Community Sports Centre and Club, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham, ME8 6AN hereby give notice that 
we have made an application to the to Medway Council, Gun 
Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR for grant of a new 
premises license to permit the following licensable activities. 
Sale of Alcohol (10.00- 22.30 Sunday, 10.00 - 24.00, Monday 

- Thursday, 10.00 -01.00 Friday and Saturday, Bank Holiday 
Sunday and New Year’s Eve), Regulated Entertainment (10.00 

- 22.00 Sunday, 10 00 - 23.00 Monday - Thursday and 10.00 

- 24.00 Friday and Saturday, Bank Holiday Sundays and New 
Year’s Eve) and Late Night Refreshment (23.00 -24.00 Monday 

- Thursday and 23.00 - 01.00 Friday and Saturday, Bank 
Holiday Sundays and New Year’s Eve) 

In respect of the premises situated at 44 Two Medway Community 
Sports Centre and Club, Featherby Road, Gillingham, ME8 
6AN. A Copy of the application can be inspected at the Licensing 
Department, Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR during office hours or on our website 
at www.medway.gov.uk/licensing. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in relation to 
this application must give notice in writing to: Licensing Unit at 
the Council Offices or by e-mail to licensing@medway.gov.uk by 
24th July 2014 or by telephone 01634 337107 after which date 
no objections will be considered. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, 
to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in or in 
connection with an application for premises licence and the 
maximum fine on being convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Date 24th June 2014 

Stephen Thomas LAW, Solicitors for the Applicant, 

8, Grassmere, Leyboume, Kent ME19 5QP 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for Premises Licence 

We, the University of Kent, are applying for a new 
premises licence at: Unit 5, Block T, Victory Pier, 
Pier Road, Gillingham ME 17 1RL. Our application 
is made to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock 
Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR. 

We are applying for the following licensable 
activities: Plays, films, indoor sporting events, live 
and recorded music and the performance of dance 
between 07.00 and 23.00hrs every day, but on no 
more 50 days in the academic year from 07.00 to 
Ol.OOhrs; The sale of alcohol both on and off the 
premises, between 07.00 and 22.45hrs every day, but 
on no more 50 days in the academic year from 07.00 
to 00.45hrs, with only on-sales between 23.00 and 
00.45hrs; Late Night Refreshment on no more 50 
days in the academic year from 23.00 to Ol.OOhrs. 
Should you wish to make representations to the 
council it must be in writing and/or you can view 
our application by contacting the council on 01634 
337107 or 337108 by: 27/07/2014. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
A person guilty of an offence under this section is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
£5,000. 

For more information contact Licensing Unit by 
telephone: Licensing Services - 01634 337107 or 
337108; Enforcement - 01634 337112 or 337106 or 
by email: licensing@medway.gov.uk 
Write to: Licensing Unit, Medway Council, Gun 
Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

I Lawang Shah give notice that I am applying to 
Medway Council for the grant of a new premises 
licence for Medina Exotic Foods, 259 High Street, 
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4BQ in order to allow the 
following licensable activity: 

The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption off 
the premises only Monday to Sunday 08:00hours to 
20:00hours 

Any responsible authority or any other person wishing 
to make representations to the council must do so in 
writing to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR. (where the application 
can be inspected during normal office hours.) 
By 23rd July 2014 licensing@medway.gov.uk 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
A person guilty of an offence under this section is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
£5,000. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

SUBZERO (2003) LIMITED trading as SUBZERO of 
Unit 3, Mill Farm, Hunton Road, Marden, Kent TN12 
9QX is applying to change an existing license as follows: 
To add an Operating Centre to keep 1 vehicles and 
0 trailers at Unit 3, Mill Farm, Hunton Road, Marden, 
KentTN12 9QX 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be effected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner at: 
Hillcrest House, 

386 Harehills Lane 

Leeds 

LS9 6NF 

stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to making representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

SUBZERO (2003) LIMITED trading as SUBZERO of 
Unit 3, Mill Farm, Hunton Road, Marden, Kent TN12 
9QX is applying to change an existing license as follows: 
To add an Operating Centre to keep 7 vehicles and 2 
trailers at Norish Ltd., Bailey Drive, Gillingham Business 
Park, Gillingham, Kent ME8 0PZ 
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre (s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be effected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner at: 
Hillcrest House, 

386 Harehills Lane 

Leeds 

LS9 6NF 

stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to making representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 
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Sport 


County boxers who are in 


The Queensbury Boxing League offers 
fighters an option away from the 
professional and amateur arenas. 
David Mairs speaks to co-founder 
Alan Foley to discover more. 


B OXING can be, almost by 
definition, an unforgiving 
world. Lose one fight and 
the pressure is on; lose two 
and the pundits are talk¬ 
ing about your time in the sport com¬ 
ing to an end for good. 

It’s an environment that has seen 
many promising fighters call a pre¬ 
mature end to their career, but the 
Queensbury Boxing League looks to 
give its participants the chance to 
fight without the pressure that one 
moment of poor concentration or a 
dropped guard can spell a split- 
second finale to their life in the ring. 

Set up in the autumn of 2009 by 
Alan Foley, “a complete boxing fan”, 
and Ross Minter, an English welter¬ 
weight champion and world-title 
challenger, the league offers an in¬ 
creasingly popular alternative to the 
more traditional arenas of amateur 
and professional boxing. 

“Boxers in this country are con¬ 
trolled and regulated from as young 
as 10 or 11 at the amateur level and 
up to the age of 35 or 40 nowadays 
through an established code under 
the British Boxing Board of Control,” 
said Foley. 

“We had a desire to provide a third 
platform for boxers distinct to either 
the amateur or professional set-up.” 

So what level of boxers was the 
league hoping to attract? 

“They come from across the board. 
For example, they might be amateurs 
who had given up - they still loved 
the sport but couldn’t find the time to 
make the necessary commitment. 

“It’s hard to keep in shape for box¬ 
ing - it’s not like Sunday football, 
where if you don’t do work on your 
strength or regular training it doesn’t 
really matter. You can’t just move in 
and out of boxing. 

“There is a huge pool of boxers - it’s 
like with football, where there are 
loads who are not good enough to 
play in the Premier League and are 
not going to make a career out of the 
game. However, there are many other 
leagues where they can still play. 

“Boxing did not have anything like 
that. There’s such a huge focus on the 
‘Golden O’ [an undefeated record] that 
a couple of defeats mean you’re viewed 
as washed up or finished in the game. 

“We wanted a fairer system in a 
league where people of equal ability 
would be able to fight each other.” 

The Queensbury Boxing League 
comprises some 10 weight divisions 
from super-featherweight to heavy¬ 
weight and within each of those divi¬ 
sions are four levels: Novice, Region¬ 
al, National and British. It the last 
that is most prestigious. 

The season begins in February and 
runs until July. There is a break in 
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August before it continues from Sep¬ 
tember until December, so in essence 
the season lasts 10 months. 

Generally, boxers will have a maxi¬ 
mum of six fights a season depending 
on their availability. 

Those finishing highest in their di¬ 
visions will have earned the right to 
battle for a title. 

“Our stronghold is the South East 
and London because that’s where the 
greatest pool of fighters is,” said Foley. 

“We’re growing all the time and 
getting more interest from people 
across the country calling us. 

“At Alexandra Palace at the week¬ 
end, for example, we’ve got someone 
coming down from Glasgow to fight 
an opponent from Reading. 

“Over the next 18 months we’re 
looking to expand the league across 
the country and we’ll be putting 
shows on the road.” 

That Alexandra Palace bill on 
Saturday, entitled Kings Of The Pal¬ 
ace, features 18 bouts, with six fight¬ 
ers from Kent involved. 

Former Junior ABA champion Tom 
Woledge, from Bean, will be facing 
unbeaten cruiserweight Ben Vickers, 
having taken a short break from the 
sport. 

Woledge, 19, will be representing 
the Punchout Boxing Academy in 
Dartford, as will John Moloney, who 
will be looking for his first victory in 
the competition when he takes on 
super-middleweight rival Andy Adu- 
moah, from south London. 

Another Dartford fighter, Matt Hil- 
liker, will be competing for the vacant 
cruiserweight title, while Maidstone’s 
Oliver Lawrence had been due to fight 
for the National light middleweight 
title but an injury meant he elected 
instead for a three-round bout, fear¬ 
ing the five rounds of a title contest 
could potentially be too damaging. 

Margate light-heavyweight Jason 
Chay will be facing Tom Rankin, with 
Colin Wilby, yet another Dartford cruis¬ 
erweight, taking on Mitch Dufffus. 

Anyone we should be especially 
keeping an eye out for? 

“You don’t like to single out any 
particular boxer, but the one who’s 
got real potential is Oliver Lawrence 
- he’s exciting people,” said Foley. 

Flying the Kentish flag last month, 
meanwhile, was Chatham boxer Bill 
Harmer, who took the Novice heavy¬ 
weight title. 

While the ambition among the 
fighters might vary in intensity, the 
aspiration of those behind the 
Queensbury Boxing League is clear. 

“We want to make it the pinnacle 
for boxers outside the amateur and 
professional world. The UFC is the 
pinnacle of martial arts in America 
and we’re setting out to be that in this 



RED ALERT: Maidstone’s 
Oliver Lawrence, this picture, left, 
is tipped as a long-term prospect. 
Below, Tom Woledge, from Bean, 
is a former Junior ABA champion. 



country with boxing,” said Foley. “We 
have ex-amateurs who want to go 
professional - it’s a great way for these 
guys to do that. I think of it a bit like 
the college draft system in the States. 

“It’s also a second chance for those 
who didn’t quite make it as profes¬ 
sionals. Others don’t want to turn pro 
but are looking for the experience. 

“We have a lot of people come to us 
and say they love boxing but can’t 
make that commitment to training 
and lifestyle - Queensbury, with its 
shorter two- and three-minute 
rounds, offers them the chance to 
stay in the sport.” 

What the league will not accept is 
an aspiring young boxer simply look¬ 
ing for the ubiquitous and unloved 
‘journeyman’ to provide him some 
relatively easy ring experience and 
doubtless be on the receiving end of a 
good hiding. 

“That’s a big no-no,” said Foley. 

Boxing, like any spectator sport, of 
course, is about looking after the in¬ 
terests of competitor and fan alike, 


something of which Foley is acutely 
aware. 

“Of course many people will be 
there to support one particular fight¬ 
er, but the interest for fans is they 
know they’ll be watching a series of 
50-50 contests - what fans want to 
see is two fighters putting everything 
on the line. 

“Boxing has been plagued for too 
long by cards having one decent bout 
and the rest hardly worth watching. 

“Our purpose is to make this the big¬ 
gest boxing competition in the coun¬ 
try for excitement. We aim to appeal to 
regular boxing fans, of course, but we 
also want to draw in a new audience. 

“There are plenty of people who are 
aware of the big fights like Groves and 
Froch, but if you asked them a ques¬ 
tion like who’s the Southern Area 
champion they wouldn’t know. 

“Boxing has been really badly pro¬ 
moted and it has to be a huge fight to 
get good media coverage. 

“People in professional boxing 
haven’t moved with the times - they 
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KENT BOYS: Top: Dartford’s John Moloney, left. Middle: Chatham’s Bill 
Harmer, right. Bottom: Jason Chay, from Margate, left. All are league boxers. 
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a league apart 


need to look at the demographics and 
age groups. There’s the internet and 
the explosion of social media - young 
people talk in a very different manner 
to people who are 50 or 60. 

“Boxing has been stuck in the Dark 
Ages. They get a venue, stick up a few 
posters and think that’s it. Promoters 
need to look at their model again.” 

And the Queensbury message is 
clearly spreading among fighter and 
fan alike. 

There are “pushing 550 or 600” 
boxers in the league, while the fact 
that British Eurosport has chosen to 
televise bouts, together with the 
league’s use of that all-important so¬ 
cial media, means the phenomenon of 
Queensbury is spreading ever wider. 

On Saturday we’ll get a better idea 
of how much our Kent fighters will be 
in the vanguard of that drive. 

■ Doors for Kings Of The Palace, on 
Saturday, July 12, open at 5pm, with 
the first contest due to start at 6pm. 
Standard entry for all 18 bouts is 
priced at £35. 
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Conway signs up with the 
Dragons for Formula E test 


SEVENOAKS racer Mike Conway has joined Los 
Angeles team Dragon Racing and will be driv¬ 
ing in the inaugural all-electric FIA Formula E 
Championship. 

He is a multi-race winner in the IndyCar 
Series and in 2014 is also driving with Toyota 
for its LMP1 WEC programme. 

His previous experience includes three sea¬ 
sons in GP2 and a period as a Formula 1 test 
driver for Honda Racing FI Team. 

Conway said: “It is with great pleasure and 
excitement that I will be at the wheel of the 
Dragon Racing entry in the inaugural season of 
the FIA Formula E Championship. 

“I have been very interested in Formula E 
since it was announced and I am proud to be in¬ 
volved with Dragon Racing in what I believe is 
breaking new ground in motorsports.” 


Kent thrashed to all but end T20 hopes 


KENT were beaten with embarrass¬ 
ing ease by Surrey in Wednesday’s 
T20 Blast match at The Kia Oval to 
make qualification from the South 
group highly unlikely. 


Kent made 155-4, Darren Stevens 
top-scoring with 56 not out and Fa¬ 
bian Cowdrey hitting 55, but Surrey 
reached their target with eight wick¬ 
ets and more than two overs to spare. 


BUSY BOSS: Manager Peter Taylor 

Taylor signs 
two more for 
Gillingham 

GILLINGHAM manager Peter Taylor 
has been busy boosting his squad yet 
further in preparation for the 
2014-15 season. 

Sunderland defender John Egan is 
joining the club on a two-year 
contract. 

The Republic of Ireland Under-21 
international is signing on a free 
transfer after being released by the 
Premiership club at the end of last 
season. 

Also coming to Priestfield is 
former Brentford striker Luke Norris. 

The 21-year-old forward made four 
first-team appearances for the west 
London outfit, scoring one goal. 

Taylor has now signed eight 
players during the summer. 


Invicta lose a 
stand but gain 
a new terrace 

FOLKESTONE Invicta have a new 
terrace, thanks essentially to the 
storms of last winter. 

Gales wrecked the beloved Wilf 
Armory Stand at the club’s Fullicks 
Stadium. 

And now with the stand - named 
after the club’s late president - 
demolished, it becomes an extensive 
open terrace behind the two dugouts 
on the landward side of the playing 
area 

In short, it changes the face of the 
old ground where Folkestone teams 
have played for so many years. 

Most of the 336 seats from the old 
stand have been switched to the 
opposite stand, known affectionately 
as The Grandads’ Stand but more 
formally now as The Brian 
Merryman Stand in honour of the 
club’s long-serving director. 

McAuley moves 
to Princes Park 

DEFENDER Rory McAuley has joined 
Dartford from Cambridge United. 

Darts manager Tony Burman told 
the club website: “I am delighted to 
welcome Rory back to the club after 
a successful loan spell. 

“Once we received our reprieve it 
gave me a better chance of signing 
Rory for next season.” 


EXCITED: Mike Conway 


>> Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
Q|JUI l will lo or can Dave Mairs on 01233 653479 
































Fabric Electric Tilt & Rise Chair 

(matching 2 seater std sofa available) 


Rimini Fabric Collection 

3 seater sofa & 2 arm chairs 


Double Ortho 

4 Drawer Divan Set 


SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
DOUBLE DIVAN BEDS 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 


FROM £99 
FROM £49 
FROM £149 
FROM £89 


High Seat Chairs FROM £199 frldrui yfidAe. sFiresiAe (^(uur& - at d ^tdncz nDUv available- to tiny onCinz 

Choice of fabric, choice of wood colour. Matching 2 seaters available on all chairs 


Simply Sofas & Beds 


call now: 01634 296905 

39 High Street, Strood, Kent 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 9-5.30 Sun Closed 


www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 

• Leather & fabric sofas & Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses 
• Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 


WAS £999 
NOW £599 


SAVE £400 


WAS £1398 
NOW £899 


WAS £349 
NOW £249 


SAVE £499 


SAVE £100 
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